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Scottie Scheffler wins Jack Nicklaus Award as PGA TOUR Player of the Year 
for the second consecutive season 

Eric Cole earns Rookie of the Year honors and receives Arnold Palmer Award 
 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Florida – The PGA TOUR today announced that World No. 1 and 2023 PLAYERS Championship 
winner Scottie Scheffler has won the Jack Nicklaus Award as the PGA TOUR Player of the Year for the 2022-23 season. 
Scheffler is the first player to win Player of the Year honors in back-to-back seasons since Tiger Woods won the award in 
three straight years from 2005-2007. 
 
Eric Cole, the only rookie to advance to the 2023 BMW Championship, has been named the PGA TOUR Rookie of the 
Year, receiving the Arnold Palmer Award. Cole recorded two runner-up finishes on the season, including the 2023 
Cognizant Classic (lost in a playoff) and the 2023 ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP. 
 
The Player of the Year and Rookie of the Year awards are determined by a member vote, with PGA TOUR members who 
played in at least 15 official FedExCup events during the 2022-23 season eligible to vote. The voting period ran from 
December 1 through December 15. Scheffler received 38 percent of the vote for the Jack Nicklaus Award and was 
selected over four other nominees: Wyndham Clark, Viktor Hovland, Rory McIlroy and Jon Rahm. Cole received 51 
percent of the vote for the Arnold Palmer Award and was selected over three other nominees: Ludvig Åberg, Nico 
Echavarria and Vincent Norrman. 
 
Scheffler won twice during the 2022-23 season, successfully defending his title at the WM Phoenix Open and winning 
THE PLAYERS Championship by five strokes. In 23 starts, Scheffler recorded 13 top-fives and 17 top-10s, both high marks 
for any player in a single season on TOUR since 2005, when Vijay Singh and Tiger Woods each had 13 top-fives and Singh 
had 18 top-10s. Scheffler set the PGA TOUR record for most Official Money earned in a single season at $21,014,342, 
breaking his own record set last season ($14,046,910). 
 
Scheffler is the fourth player to win the Jack Nicklaus Award in back-to-back seasons (est. 1990), joining Fred Couples 
(1991, 1992), Nick Price (1993, 1994), and Woods (five straight from 1999-2003, three straight from 2005-2007). McIlroy 
(three times) and Dustin Johnson (twice) are the only other players to win Player of the Year honors multiple times. 
 
Scheffler also received the Byron Nelson Award for recording the lowest Scoring Average on TOUR in 2022-23. At 68.63, 
Scheffler’s Scoring Average was the lowest on TOUR since Tiger Woods in 2009 (68.05). 
 
Cole finished the season No. 43 in the official FedExCup standings, becoming the lone rookie to qualify for the BMW 
Championship, and followed that up with four top-fives during the FedExCup Fall, including each of his final three starts. 
His total of six top-five finishes during the 2022-23 season was tied for the fifth-most of any player and trailed only 
Scheffler (13), Patrick Cantlay (8), McIlroy (8) and Rahm (8), who all currently rank among the top five players in the 
Official World Golf Ranking. He led the TOUR with 554 birdies on the season, which was 59 more than the second-
highest total. 
 
At 35 years old, Cole is the second-oldest player to win Rookie of the Year honors (est. 1990) and oldest since Todd 
Hamilton in 2004, who won the award at 39.  
 



Scheffler and Cole were presented the awards at The Sentry, which serves as the PGA TOUR’s season-opening event for 
the first time since 2013. 
 
About PGA TOUR 
By showcasing golf’s greatest players, the PGA TOUR engages, inspires and positively impacts our fans, partners and 
communities worldwide. 
 
The PGA TOUR, headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, co-sanctions tournaments on the PGA TOUR, PGA TOUR 
Champions, Korn Ferry Tour, PGA TOUR Americas and administers PGA TOUR Q-School presented by Korn Ferry and PGA 
TOUR University. TOUR members represent the world’s best players, hailing from 28 countries and territories. 
Showcasing the biggest moments in the sport with history and legacy on the line, the PGA TOUR has long-term domestic 
distribution partnerships for broadcast coverage on CBS, NBC and Golf Channel and video streaming service on ESPN+. 
Internationally, PGA TOUR coverage is available across 200+ countries and territories in 26 languages via 44 broadcast 
and digital partners. Virtually all tournaments are organized as non-profit organizations to maximize charitable giving, 
and to date, tournaments across all Tours have generated more than $3.64 billion. 
 
Fans can follow the PGA TOUR on the new PGA TOUR app and PGATOUR.COM, and on social media channels, 
including Facebook, Instagram (in Spanish, Korean and Japanese), LinkedIn, TikTok, X (in English and Spanish), WhatsApp 
(in English and Spanish),  WeChat, Weibo, Toutiao, Douyin and LINE. 
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