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Nominees announced for Jack Nicklaus Award and Arnold Palmer Award 
Fleetwood, Griffin, McIlroy, Scheffler nominated for PGA TOUR Player of the Year 

Brennan, Fisk, Mouw, Potgieter, Vilips nominated for PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year 
 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Florida – The PGA TOUR today announced nominees for the Jack Nicklaus Award (Player 
of the Year) and the Arnold Palmer Award (Rookie of the Year) for the 2025 season as finalized by the PGA TOUR 
Player Directors and members of the Player Advisory Council (PAC). 
 
Four players are nominated for the Jack Nicklaus Award as the 2025 PGA TOUR Player of the Year (alphabetically): 
Tommy Fleetwood, Ben Griffin, Rory McIlroy and Scottie Scheffler. The five nominees for the Arnold Palmer Award 
as the 2025 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year are Michael Brennan, Steven Fisk, William Mouw, Aldrich Potgieter and 
Karl Vilips. 
 
The Player of the Year and Rookie of the Year awards are determined by a member vote, with PGA TOUR members 
who played in at least 15 official FedExCup events during the 2025 season eligible to vote. For the first time, 
members will vote via PGA TOUR CENTRAL, the TOUR’s new player app and website. With voting as seamless as 
ever, the ballot will open on Thursday, December 4 at 10 a.m. ET, and close on December 12 at 5 p.m. ET. Winners 
will be announced at a later date. 
 
Player of the Year nominees (alphabetical) 
Rankings listed at conclusion of The RSM Classic 
Tommy Fleetwood, 34 
Southport, England  

• Entered 19 events with a win (1) at the TOUR Championship where he claimed the FedExCup title 
• Finished No. 4 in the Official World Golf Ranking 
• Finished third in Scoring Average (69.357)  
• Recorded a total of eight top-10s and missed one cut (U.S. Open) 

 
Ben Griffin, 29 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

• Entered 30 events with wins (3) at the Zurich Classic of New Orleans, Charles Schwab Challenge and 
World Wide Technology Championship 

• Finished No. 9 in the Official World Golf Ranking and T10 in the FedExCup 
• Finished fourth in Scoring Average (69.692)  
• Recorded a total of 12 top-10s and missed six cuts 

 
Rory McIlroy, 36 
Holywood, Northern Ireland 

• Entered 16 events with wins (3) at the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, THE PLAYERS Championship and 
Masters Tournament, becoming the sixth player to complete the Career Grand Slam 

• Finished No. 2 in the Official World Golf Ranking and T23 in the FedExCup 
• Finished second in Scoring Average (69.083)  
• Recorded a total of eight top-10s and missed one cut (RBC Canadian Open) 



 
Scottie Scheffler, 29 
Dallas, Texas 

• Entered 20 events with wins (6) at THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson, PGA Championship (third career major 
championship title), the Memorial Tournament presented by Workday, The Open Championship (fourth 
career major championship title), BMW Championship and Procore Championship 

• Finished No. 1 in the Official World Golf Ranking and T4 in the FedExCup 
• Winner of the Byron Nelson Award for Low Scoring Average (68.131) 
• Recorded a TOUR-best 17 top-10s and did not miss a cut 

 
Rookie of the Year nominees (alphabetical) 
Michael Brennan, 23 
Leesburg, Virginia 

• Entered four events with a win (1) at the Bank of Utah Championship (as a sponsor exemption) 
• Earned PGA TOUR membership with his victory at the Bank of Utah Championship 
• Seventh player since 1970 to win on the PGA TOUR within his first three career starts 
• Finished No. 98 in the FedExCup Fall standings 
• Made the cut in all four starts 
• Prior to win on the PGA TOUR , won three times on PGA TOUR Americas in 2025  

 
Steven Fisk, 28 
Sea Island, Georgia 

• Entered 27 events with a win (1) at the Sanderson Farms Championship 
• Recorded one additional top-10 at the Puerto Rico Open (T4)  
• Finished No. 73 in the FedExCup Fall standings 
• Made 16 cuts in 27 starts 
• Earned 2025 PGA TOUR membership through the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 

  
William Mouw, 25 
Chino Hills, California 

• Entered 24 events with a win (1) at the ISCO Championship 
• Recorded additional top-10s at the Puerto Rico Open (T6) and 3M Open (T7) 
• Finished No. 89 in the FedExCup Fall standings 
• Made 14 cuts in 24 starts 
• Earned 2025 PGA TOUR membership through the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 

 
Aldrich Potgieter, 21 
Mossel Bay, South Africa 

• Entered 20 events with a win (1) at the Rocket Classic 
• Recorded additional top-10s at the VidantaWorld Mexico Open (P2) and Charles Schwab Challenge (T6) 
• Only rookie to qualify for the FedExCup Playoffs (No. 52); finished No. 56 in the FedExCup Fall standings 
• Made eight cuts in 20 starts 
• Earned 2025 PGA TOUR membership through the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 

 
Karl Vilips, 24 
Perth, Australia 

• Entered 21 events with a win (1) at the Puerto Rico Open 
• Recorded one additional top-10 at the Zurich Classic of New Orleans (T4) 
• Finished No. 100 in the FedExCup Fall standings 
• Made 12 cuts in 21 starts 
• Earned 2025 PGA TOUR membership through the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 

 
### 



 
About PGA TOUR 
By showcasing golf’s greatest players, the PGA TOUR engages, inspires and positively impacts our fans, partners 
and communities worldwide.  
  
The PGA TOUR, headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, co-sanctions events on the PGA TOUR, PGA TOUR 
Champions, Korn Ferry Tour, PGA TOUR Americas and administers PGA TOUR Q-School presented by Korn Ferry 
and PGA TOUR University. PGA TOUR members represent the world’s best players, hailing from 28 countries and 
territories. Showcasing the biggest moments in the sport with history and legacy on the line, the PGA TOUR has 
long-term domestic distribution partnerships for broadcast coverage on CBS, NBC and Golf Channel and video 
streaming service on ESPN+. Internationally, the PGA TOUR Studios-produced World Feed is available across 
200+ countries and territories in 30 languages via 39 broadcast and digital partners. To date, events across all 
Tours have generated more than $4 billion in charitable giving. 
  
Fans can follow the PGA TOUR via: the PGA TOUR app and PGATOUR.COM; social media channels, 
including YouTube, Facebook, Instagram (in Spanish, Korean and Japanese), LinkedIn, TikTok, X 
(in English, Spanish and Japanese); the PGA TOUR Channel on Free Ad-Supported Television (FAST) platforms 
such as the Roku Channel, Samsung TV Plus, PlutoTV, Xumo, LG Channels, Tubi, Amazon’s Freevee, FireTV and 
Alexa devices; and WhatsApp (in English and Spanish),  WeChat, Weibo, Toutiao and Douyin.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/@PGATOUR
https://www.facebook.com/PGATour/
https://www.instagram.com/pgatour/
https://www.instagram.com/pgatouresp/
https://www.instagram.com/pgatour_korea/
https://www.instagram.com/pgatour_japan/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pga-tour/
https://www.tiktok.com/@pgatour?lang=en
https://twitter.com/PGATOUR
https://twitter.com/pgatouresp
https://twitter.com/PGATOUR_Japan
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va3nJw68KMqrNum9CW3Q
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VZzjq2e0bIdmjyKUtD1A
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MjM5NjMwNTMzMw==&mid=2651657457&idx=1&sn=88a9d97dee9fd0eb350b328ace823b4e&chksm=bd12f42b8a657d3d178461a3b1ed1b6698922bb3fcc1c16020dbf44f42f8cf9abac7563e56ef&mpshare=1&scene=1&srcid=&sharer_sharetime=1580779531250&sharer_shareid=058f3b4488554c4e4fcb906fcc49755f&exportkey=AZTD9L7Uprn8iaYs%2BoP6uXw%3D&pass_ticket=FHFQxidNP2QmVAL93G8XgSDIz9a89Mw62Q22VcSKgwg83N9QQqpVQ%2BzVoUDxtSU1#rd
https://www.weibo.com/pgatour
https://www.toutiao.com/c/user/6301181466/#mid=6310584897
https://www.douyin.com/

