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SERGIO GARCIA
2008 PLAYERS Champion





First Round
6:30 a.m. 
Gates open 
7:15-9:15 a.m., 12:15-2:15 p.m. 
Threesomes off Nos. 1, 10 
1-7 p.m. (9 p.m.-Midnight, Replay)
GOLF CHANNEL coverage 

6-10 p.m.  
THE PLAYERS Downtown  
Experience-Jacksonville Landing

Tickets 
Call (904) 285-7888 or visit 
PGATOUR.COM/THEPLAYERS or 
Jacksonville-area Publix groceries.

Island Upgrade:  
For $20, fans on site can upgrade 
their daily tickets to The Island 
Club, located adjacent to No. 10 
tee. Upgrades are available at the 
front entrance where a variety of 
food and beverages are available 
in a sports bar atmosphere.

Family Plan/ 
Youth Policy  
This year, THE PLAYERS intro-
duces new ticket opportunities 
for families and children. The new 
Youth Policy allows all children 
age 16 and under to be admitted 
free all week with a ticketed adult. 
The Family Plan includes two Adult 
Grounds Admission tickets, two 
Youth Ground Admission tickets 
and one on-site parking pass for 
$149. 

Weather: 
High of 87. Partly 
cloudy with a slight 
chance of afternoon 
thunderstorms. 30 
percent of rain.

 TODAY
This year’s 
tickets are 
adorned with an 
illustration of 
2008 PLAYERS 
champion Sergio 
Garcia, by  
illustrator Chris 
Duke, and  
featuring  
Garcia’s  
autograph.

    Total
Finish  Player  Scores  FedExCup Points  Money

 1. *Sergio Garcia 66-73-73-71  —283  4,950  $1,710,000.00

 2. Paul Goydos 68-71-70-74  —283  2,970  1,026,000.00

 3. Jeff Quinney 71-73-70-70 —284  1,870  646,000.00

 4. Briny Baird 71-71-73-72 —287  1,320  456,000.00

 5. Stephen Ames 74-68-74-72 —288  1,100  380,000.00
*Won with a par-3 on the first playoff hole (17th hole)

2008 F I N A L  LEADERBOARD  

2008 PLAYERS Champion Sergio Garcia
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hydration/First Aid
After one of the 
warmest events 
in PLAYERS  
history last year, 
officials have 

announced two initiatives aimed to 
give fans easy and affordable access  
to water. The price of bottled water, 
available at all concession stands,  
will be $2.50. In addition, there will 
be numerous drinking fountains 
(also known as Hydration Stations) 

available for the public to use free of 
charge throughout the course.
 Approximately 60 volunteers 
donate more than 150 hours of first 
aid and medical services every year 
at THE PLAYERS. Volunteers typically 
treat around 75-100 patients during 
the tournament week, with about  
12 percent of those patients being 
transported to the Baptist Medical 
Center Beaches Emergency Center 
for further treatment.

 ““Decreased energy, fatigue, 
headaches and dizziness could be 
signs of dehydration. Your body 
needs water for respiration, per-
spiration and to clean out toxins as 
well as for many other processes. If 
you urine is not clear to pale yellow, 
then you are not drinking enough.”
 - Dr. Jeffrey Smowton, Baptist 
Medical Center Beaches Emergency 
Medicine, Director and THE PLAYERS 
Championship Medical Services Director.

First-Timers Ready for PLAYERS

E
ntering the final round of 
the 2008 Nationwide Tour 
Championship at TPC Craig 
Ranch, Matt Bettencourt was 

very aware what was at stake. If he 
finished first on the Nationwide Tour 
money list and Brendon de Jonge, 
then ranked first, finished worse  
than eighth, Bettencourt would  
win the money title and qualify for 
THE PLAYERS Championship. 
 Seven months later, Bettencourt 
is playing at TPC Sawgrass, and to 
use his words “it is massive.”
 “I wanted to grind and win at 
Craig Ranch because THE PLAYERS is 
everything. This is huge, the strongest 

field in the world,” says Bettencourt, 
a Greenville, SC, resident who had 
never played a PGA TOUR event prior 
to this year. “When I won last year, 
it hit me, and I knew right away that I 
was going to THE PLAYERS.”
 Bettencourt is one of 18 first-
timers competing this week. The 
others are St. Augustine resident Jeff 
Klauk, Brad Adamonis, Ross Fisher, 
Thongchai Jaidee, Martin Kaymer, 
Soren Kjeldsen, Martin Laird, Michael 
Letzig, Rory McIlroy, Parker McLach-
lin, Alvaro Quiros, Chez Reavie, Jeev 
Milkha Singh, Kevin Streelman, Marc 
Turnesa, Oliver Wilson and Y.E. Yang.
 As one from that group, Betten-
court isn’t making any promises, but he 
does like the way he’s playing heading 
into the tournament. “I’m very streaky, 
and I like to ride it,” Bettencourt said. 
“It started coming together a little bit 
last week (a tie for 22nd at the Quail 
Hollow Championship). If I can put 
some good rounds together and get 
my confidence going early, I’m looking 
forward to this week.” 

PlAYER YEAR FInISh
Hal Sutton 1983 Won
Craig Perks 2002 Won
Tommy Tolles 1996 2
Fulton Allem 1988 T3
Henrik Stenson 2006 T3
Camilo Villegas 2006 T3
Lee Westwood 1998 T5
Joe Ozaki 1993 T6
Steve Lowery 1994 T6
Chad Campbell 2003 T6
Robert Karlsson 2007 T6
Jeff Quinney 2007 T6
Nick Price 1984 7
Zach Johnson 2005 T8
Greg Chalmers 2000 T9
Jim Booros 1982 T10
Dave Rummels 1986 T10
Bob Tway 1986 T10
Paul Casey 2004 T10

In the history of THE PLAYERS at 
TPC Sawgrass, 19 players have en-
joyed top-10 finishes in their first 
PLAYERS starts, with Hal Sutton 
in 1983 and Craig Perks in 2002 
going on to win the tournament.  

Top 10s in First Starts at  
ThE PlAYERS

Matt Bettencourt
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Former President George H.W. Bush Honored

G
eorge H.W. Bush, the 
41st president of the 
United States, was honored 
Wednesday with a “Military 

Tribute” at the 18th hole and was 
the ninth recipient of the PGA 
TOUR’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award. The tribute, which included 
participation by the Navy and a 
flyover, was part of THE PLAYERS 

Military Appreciation Day, which 
offered free admission to all 
active-duty and retired members 
of U.S. Armed Forces. The Lifetime 
Achievement Award, created in 
1996, honors individuals who have 
made an outstanding contribution to 
the TOUR over an extended period 
of time through their actions on and 
off the course. Bush, 84, joins 

a distinguished list of past Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipients, 
although he is the first recipient 
from outside the golf industry. Gene 
Sarazen, Byron Nelson, Arnold 
Palmer, Sam Snead, Jack Burke Jr., 
Pete Dye, Deane Beman and Jack 
Nicklaus are the past winners.
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D
.A. Weibring has two distinc-
tions this week. At 55 (he 
turns 56 on May 25), he is 
the oldest player in the field. 
And along with Fred Couples, 
Weibring is one of two play-

ers here who also played in the 
first PLAYERS Championship held 
at TPC Sawgrass in 1982. 

 With Weibring making his first 
PLAYERS appearance since 1997,  
he was reminiscing Wednesday with 
Peter Jacobsen about the good old 
days on TOUR and how much the 
course has changed since the first 
time they laid eyes on the property. 

 “They’ve softened the greens a 
little bit, but there’s still plenty 

of Pete Dye out there,” said 
Weibring, who qualified by 

winning the Champions 
Tour’s Constellation Energy 
Senior Players Champion-

ship last year. 
 Weibring knows a thing 
or two about TPC projects as 

he designed TPC Deere Run 
(home of the John Deere 

Classic) and was part of the renova-
tion at TPC Four Seasons (site of the 
HP Byron Nelson Championship).
 “I think Pete is one of the true 
geniuses in the business,” Weibring 
said. “He did an unbelievable job with 
a bad piece of property. He lifted it 
and changed it. But I think the finish 
of this golf course is what will always 
be remembered. It’s all about 16, 17 
and 18. In the old days, you used to 
tee off on No. 1 and you would be 
thinking about 17.”
 Nothing has changed, D.A.
 Weibring, a five-time PGA TOUR 
winner who has won an additional 
five Champions Tour titles, had a 
close call at the 1985 PLAYERS, fin-
ishing second to Calvin Peete. It was 
his only top-10 finish in 18 previous 
PLAYERS starts.
 “I haven’t played that well to start 
this year, but I would not tee it up 
if I didn’t think I was competitive,” 
Weibring said. “I want to represent 
the Champions Tour and enjoy the 
experience.”

WELCOME BACK: 
D.A. Weibring Remembers His First PLAYERS

55

Two new merchandise facilities 
are on site this year. A larger ver-
sion is at the entrance to the Sta-
dium Village near the clubhouse 
and a new location is now on the 
hillside left of the 17th tee.

• TPC Sawgrass is open to the 
public to enjoy dining and golf 
access.

• TPC Sawgrass offers a variety 
of Annual Passes to create the 
complete clubhouse experience.

• A Dye’s Valley Course Annual 
Pass holder pays a cart fee only 
on the Dye’s Valley Course year 
round and has access to THE 
PLAYERS Stadium Course for 
discounted greens fees.

For 51 weeks, when THE PLAYERS Championship isn’t contested here,  
TPC Sawgrass offers golfers a great opportunity:

About TPC Sawgrass

For more information, go to tpc.com/sawgrass

Dress Sergio

Thanks for Shopping

The outfit that defending cham-
pion Sergio Garcia will wear in 
the second round in the “Dress 
Sergio” campaign will be revealed 
today in the Stadium Village. The 
decision will be announced in 
early afternoon, soon after Gar-
cia’s 8:30 a.m. round. Fans had a 
choice of three adidas Golf outfits 
to vote for in the campaign.

T h E  A R E A
Did You Know?
• Sawgrass Country Club, located 

on the east side of A1A, was the 
site of THE PLAYERS Championship 
from 1977-81. 

• The Jacksonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena, located downtown, hosts 
numerous concerts and was a NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tournament first-
round site in 2006 and will again 
be a first-round site in 2010.

 For more information,  
visit jacksonville.com or  
pontevedrachamber.org

FIRST COAST

D.A. Weibring

“I think Pete is one of the 
          true geniuses in the business”
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When Paul Goydos returned  
to TPC Sawgrass this week, he 
was sporting a TaylorMade hat 
and not the Long Beach State 
“Dirtbags” baseball cap he made 
famous in a runner-up finish to 
Sergio Garcia last year. The Long 
Beach State hat is on display  
in the Legends Restaurant and 
Sports Bar in Long Beach, CA, 
Goydos’ hometown.

 Soon after the playoff loss, 
Goydos’ alma mater, Long Beach 
State, held its “Jewels of the 
Night” fundraiser and Goydos’ 
brown-and-gold cap with the 
“LB” logo and a couple other 
items went for $4,000 to high 
bidder Gene Rotondo, the owner 
of the Long Beach institution.  
The money went directly to  
Long Beach State’s scholarship 

funding, and the hat now adorns 
the wall along with memorabilia 
such as a Muhammad Ali-signed 
boxing bell from Madison Square 
Garden, Shaquille O’Neal’s 
basketball shoes, a Michael 
Jordan NBA All-Star jersey,  
a Pele soccer ball and auto-
graphed pictures of World Golf 
Hall of Famers Ben Hogan and 
Byron Nelson.

“Dirtbag” hat hits The Wall in Goydos’ hometown

H 
ats have become 
important gear at golf 
tournaments for the 
players, caddies and fans. 

Rare is a player who doesn’t have 
a lid for sun protection and to 
display his sponsor names – 

on the front and the sides. That’s 
why Paul Goydos’ hat choice last 
year – a Long Beach State baseball 
cap purchased in the Charlotte, 
NC, airport – was such an 
interesting choice. This year,  
he is wearing a TaylorMade hat.

Mad Hatters



Ask Us: Ambassadors and Volunteers
A group of more than 2,000 volunteers 
will be on hand this week to support 
THE PLAYERS Championship. This 
group (clad in haze blue golf shirts) 
plays a vital role in running all aspects 
of the tournament, from transportation 
to hospitality to the collection of Shot-
Link statistics and many other important 
duties. Tommy Douglas represents 
these volunteers as the Tournament 
Chairman this year. In addition, approxi-
mately 225 PGA TOUR employees will 
be on the grounds all week to serve as 

Ambassadors, answering questions and 
directing spectators around the course. 
They can be identified by their cardinal 
red golf shirts.

hope’s hall of 
Golf and laughter

World Golf Hall of 
Fame member Bob 
Hope shared his love 
of golf with millions in 
many different ways. 

The Hall of Fame is now paying trib-
ute to his life in a special exhibition, 
“Bob Hope: Shanks for the Memory.” 
Featuring the largest collection of 
Hope memorabilia on display in one 
exhibition, “Shanks” is on display 
through 2009.
 Hall of Fame member Arnold 
Palmer narrates an “Opening Mono-
logue” video presentation in the Bob 
Hope Theater, which features some 
of Hope’s best-known golf stand-ups 
and skits. That video is followed by 
more than two hours of video on 12 
screens throughout the full exhibition. 
 The World Golf Village is conve-
niently located 20 minutes south of 
Jacksonville and 8 miles north of his-
toric St. Augustine off Interstate 95 
at exit 323. Admission is $19.50 for 
adults (discounts for seniors, students 
and military). For more information, 
visit wgv.com.

Jack Nicklaus (left) with Bob Hope
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The PGA TOUR Network will offer an 
exciting new service to enrich THE 
PLAYERS Championship experience 
over all 18 holes. THE PLAYERS 
Stadium Radio is a special-event 
radio that allows you to hear the live 
shot-by-shot commentary from the 
PGA TOUR Network on SIRIUS XM 
Radio (XM 146) and the audio from 
GOLF CHANNEL and NBC. It fits 
comfortably on your ear with a 
lanyard for hands-free use on a 
regular FM scan radio. The cost is 

$10. Look for the Stadium Radio at 
tournament entrances, concession 
stands and THE PLAYERS shops 
on-course.

Stay Connected • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Stadium Village

T
HE PLAYERS Stadium Village 
is a place where fans can 
once again attempt to hit the 
17th green on the UBS 17th 

Challenge, try some of THE PLAYERS’ 
famous final putts on a replica of 
the 18th green or have their photos 
taken with a photo of 2008 
champion Sergio Garcia as he eyes 
a putt – all at no charge. This year, 
all fans enter the area through  
“THE PLAYERS Shop” that includes 

a strong retail presence. An array 
of dining will also be available 
inside the area – which will include 
shaded seating for the first time 
– including new features such as 
Morton’s steak sandwiches. A bag 
check and shipping center is also 
available. Also new this year is a 
business center where fans can 
stay connected by checking their 
e-mail.

BEhInD ThE SCEnES: 

Mobile Fitness and 
Therapy Trailers
Earlier this year, the PGA TOUR and 
DePuy Mitek entered a three-year 
marketing deal for health and fitness. 
The most visible part of this relation-
ship is the mobile fitness and therapy 
trailers on both the PGA TOUR and 
Champions Tour, available for player 
use throughout the year.
 This week, the two mobile fitness 
and therapy trailers are located adja-
cent to the media center, giving play-
ers easy access from the clubhouse. 
The trailers are staffed by professional 
physical therapists, chiropractors and 

athletic trainers who assist players 
in rehabilitative and preventive care, 
as well as personal conditioning 
programs. The trailers have been 
renovated with state-of-the-art fitness 
and therapy equipment and feature 
new interior designs. 

 DePuy Mitek is also committed  
to educating consumers about the  
importance of maintaining joint 
health and the prevention and  
treatment of knee pain due to  
sports-related injuries or the early 
symptoms of osteoarthritis. 

Going Downtown
As part of this week’s PLAYERS 
Championship, THE PLAYERS 
Downtown Experience returns to 
Downtown Jacksonville through 
Sunday. This year’s six-day 
festivities center around The 
Jacksonville Landing on the St. Johns 
River in Downtown Jacksonville. 
Festivities include hands-on golf 
activities, telecasts from THE 
PLAYERS on The Landing’s 
jumbotron, live music in the courtyard, 
drink specials and family entertain-
ment on Saturday. 
For more information  
and event updates, visit  
jaxdowntownexperience.com.
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T H U R S D A Y ’ S  P A I R I N G S

For  Tournament  Updates :  PGATOUR.COM
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For the 10th consecutive year at THE PLAYERS Championship, PGATOUR.COM 
brings unprecedented access to the 17th hole at the TPC Sawgrass. In 2009, 
THE PLAYERS is one of eight events on TOUR that will feature the unique 
LIVE@ experience. Golf fans around the globe can see complete coverage of 
every player and every shot on one of the most exciting holes on TOUR. For  
four consecutive days, action on this hole will be streamed live to the desktop. 
Go to PGATOUR.COM/livegolf
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Over the span of 37 weeks of com-
petition, players will vie to become 
the 2009 FedExCup Champion, which 
will distinguish the one player who 

not only performs well during the 33-week PGA TOUR Regular Season, but 
also excels through the pressure of the four-event PGA TOUR Playoffs for 
the FedExCup. In 2009, the Playoffs feature a progressive cut narrowing 
125 players to 100 and then down to 70 players. A reset takes place, and 
the top 30 players are seeded for the culminating event where the 2009 
FedExCup Champion will be crowned. Tiger Woods won the inaugural  
FedExCup and Vijay Singh won the title in 2008. The champion of this 
week’s event will receive 600 points. Follow his progress throughout the 
rest of the season to see if he could be the next to hoist the FedExCup. 

10

 CURREnT FEDEXCUP POInT STAnDInGS
 Place  Player  FedExCup Points 

 1  Geoff Ogilvy  1,387 
 2  Phil Mickelson  1,363 
 3  Sean O’Hair  1,336 
 4  Nick Watney  1,236 
 5  Kenny Perry  1,228



Thanks to the participation of our Proud Partners, THE PLAYERS Championship 

is able to continue a Tradition of Giving. On behalf of the nearly 100 Northeast 

Florida Charities who benefit from the support of THE PLAYERS, we thank you.

SERGIO GARCIA  /  2008 PLAYERS DEFENDING CHAMPION



T H E  P L A Y E R S  S T A D I U M  •  F R O N T  N I N E

hOlE FACT Since 
1983 there have been 

24 total eagles recorded 
on the 9th hole. No 

player in tournament his-
tory has eagled this hole 

more than once.

hOlE FACT During 
the past  

two years there 
have been 31 

three-putts recorded 
here, more than the 
previous four years 

combined.

hOlE FACT 
While attempt-

ing to avoid the 
fairway bunker 

down the left-hand 
side of the fairway,  

the tendency can be 
to bail out to the right. 

However, since 2003, only 
29 percent of the players 

have hit the green in regula-
tion from the right rough.

hOlE FACT 
There has been 

an eagle-2 on this 
hole every year since 

Hal Sutton made two 
in 2001.

hOlE FACT Since 
2003, the greenside 

bunkers have proven  
to be tough. Only 40  

percent of all players  
have salvaged par from the 

bunkers around the green.

hOlE FACT Steve 
Stricker is the only 

player to eagle both 
the 5th and 6th holes in 

tournament history (eagled 
the 5th in 1999, Second 

round; the 6th in 1998, Third 
round).

hOlE FACT The scoring 
average on the 3rd hole 
has not been under par 
since 2003 (over par 
every year since).

hOlE FACT 
Since 2003, no 

player has hit this 
green in two shots 

more than Adam 
Scott. In 16 attempts, 

Scott has successfully 
reached the green six 

times. Scott is 10-under 
par on this hole over the 

past six years.

hOlE FACT: 
Since 1992, 

players have 
found the fairway 

only 55 percent of 
the time on the tee 

shot, making the open-
ing fairway the toughest 

to hit on the course.

423 yards | Par 4
hOlE1* D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 0

*= Cumulative since 1982

532 yards | Par 5
hOlE 2D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 7

177 yards | Par 3
hOlE 3D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 1

384 yards | Par 4
hOlE 4D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 3

471 yards | Par 4
hOlE 5D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  3

393 yards | Par 4
hOlE 6D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 2

583 yards | Par 5
hOlE 9D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 4

237 yards | Par 3
hOlE 8D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  5

442 yards | Par 4
hOlE 7D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  4
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hOlE FACT 
Since 2003, there 

have been 132 tee 
shots hit in the fair-

way bunker here. Only 
36 percent of the players 

have found the green from 
this location. 

hOlE FACT 
Since 2003, 

players choosing 
to lay up in two 

average just over 5.01 
while players going for 

it average 4.65. Combined, 
players going for the green are 

575-under par while those laying 
up are 8-over par.

hOlE FACT If 
you’re going to 

miss the fairway, 
you’ll have a better 

chance at hitting the 
green from the right 

rough compared with the 
left. Since 2003, 45 percent 

of the players have hit the 
green from the left rough while 

59 percent have hit the green from 
the right rough.

hOlE FACT Once 
on the putting 
surface, players are 
still faced with one of 
the toughest greens on 
the course. Since 1992, 
there have been a total of 
574 three-putts on the 13th 
green (more than any hole 
on the course).

hOlE FACT 
Attempting to 

avoid the fairway 
bunker/water on 

the left can lead to 
missing the fairway 

right. Since 2003, 536 
balls have found the right 

rough from the tee. Only 1 
of every 5 attempts finds the 

green in regulation from the 
right rough (20 percent).

hOlE FACT If 
you’re going to 

miss the fairway 
right, you’d rather 

be in the fairway  
bunker than the rough. 

Since 2003, players 
average one-half stroke 
over par from the right 
rough and average one-
fourth stroke over par 
from the fairway  
bunker.

hOlE FACT In 2008, 
there were  
only five eagles made 
here, tying the lowest 
number of eagles made 
in a single week in tourna-
ment history (1985).

hOlE FACT 
There were 

44 three-putts 
recorded here last 

year, the most in a 
single event since 1992 

when the PGA TOUR began 
tracking this information.

hOlE FACT With 
water left, players 
have a tendency to 
bail out right from 
the tee. Since 2003, 
there have been 763 
approach shots from 
the right rough. Only 
19 percent of those  
players hit the green 
in regulation.

Hole graphics courtesy of Best Approach Publications

424 yards | Par 4
hOlE10D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  7

558 yards | Par 5
hOlE11D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 6

358 yards | Par 4
hOlE12D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 5

181 yards | Par 3
hOlE13D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  9

481 yards | Par 4
hOlE14D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  2

449 yards | Par 4
hOlE15D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  6

462 yards | Par 4
hOlE18D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1

181 yards | Par 3
hOlE17D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  8

523 yards | Par 5
hOlE16D I F F I C U LT Y  R AT I N G  :  1 8



The 2008 PlAYERS Championship contributed $3 million to northeast Florida charities. Since 1977, when ThE PlAYERS Championship  
moved to Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl, more than $31 million has been contributed to charitable organizations in northeast Florida.

Scholarship Winner Plans ‘Great’ Things

In support of the Child Guidance 
Center, THE PLAYERS unveiled a 
5-foot tall turtle statue, displayed at 
the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens. 
The statue is part of the Turtle Trails 
project consisting of 25 turtle statues 
around the Jacksonville area. Each 
turtle was adopted and painted by 
local organizations, with proceeds 
benefiting the Child Guidance Center. 
The center provides quality mental 
health and social services to children 
and their families on the First Coast.
 The flora-and-fauna design on  
THE PLAYERS sea turtle was created by 
S.P. Livingston Elementary third grader 
Ezequiel Bujosa. Bujosa and his class 
painted his winning design on the turtle 
as part of an after-school, art education 
program put on by the Cummer.
 The Cummer works closely with 
local schools to provide art education, 

professional 
development for 
teachers and free 
tours to the Museum.
 In addition to 
supporting the Turtle Trails, THE 
PLAYERS sponsors free admission 
to the general public at the Cummer 
every Tuesday from 4-9 p.m.
 “The Cummer is grateful to THE 
PLAYERS for supporting our mission  
of providing the best in art, gardens 
and education to the broadest audience 
possible,” said Hope McMath, interim 
director of the museum. “Not only are 
they the sponsor our Free Tuesdays, 
which allows for thousands of individu-
als of all ages to gain free access to the 
Cummer, but also they provide leverage 
for other partnerships we have in the 
community. THE PLAYERS is a true 
example of the power of partnerships.”

Alexandra “Allie” Tucker is a 19- 
year-old, University of North Florida 
freshman who is pursuing a career in 
nursing. But this promising future 
was almost over before it started.
 Immersed in drug and alcohol 
abuse by her sophomore year of  
high school, Tucker sought refuge at 
THE PLAYERS Championship Village, 
a residential treatment facility for 
adolescents struggling with substance 
abuse. Tucker’s perseverance enabled 
her to return to high school and 
graduate with a remarkable 3.86 
G.P.A. She also established an 
Alcoholics Anonymous program  
at her school to help others battling 
the addictions she once faced. 
 A guidance counselor encouraged 
Tucker to apply for a PLAYERS  
Championship scholarship. Tucker 
was awarded $10,000 to help with 
books and tuition. “This has been a 
great help in my college career and 
made it possible for me to go to a 
university,” said Tucker. “I plan to  

do great things in the medical field 
and I know that I can because of the 
support given to me by THE PLAYERS.”
 On Wednesday, Tucker was 
invited as a guest to the PGA TOUR’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award celebration 
honoring former President George 
H.W. Bush. Prior to the ceremony, 
Tucker was among a few who had  
a private meeting with the former 
President. Tucker later received a 
surprise letter from former First  
Lady Nancy Reagan. A champion  
of recreational drug prevention, Ms. 
Reagan wrote to commend Tucker  
for her strength and determination. 

Seth House, (back right) the St. Johns County Teacher of the Year, brought his second-  
grade class from Timberlin Creek Elementary School to THE PLAYERS Championship on 
Wednesday. The group received a behind-the-scenes tour and met tournament participants. 

Tucker with former President Bush 

Sixty-eight area charities will benefit from the Birdies for Charity program this year. Monetary pledges are collected for  
each birdie made during the tournament, with the participant guessing the correct number of birdies made at the 2009  
PLAYERS winning a trip to San Francisco and The Presidents Cup in October. There were 1,241 birdies made at the 2008 
PLAYERS and more than $180,000 was raised.
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Volunteer
Profile:
Vow-lunteers

She may not have gone  
home with the trophy but she 
certainly didn’t leave the 2003 
tournament empty handed.
 PLAYERS volunteer Suzanne 
Goss, co-chair of apparel, met her 
future husband when he came to 
pick up his uniform. She explains 
that “he caught my eye and I 
guess that I caught his.” Suzanne 
and Steve Goss, co-chair of the 
practice range, met during the 
tournament and married in 
December of that same year. 

 Suzanne has volunteered for 
the past 19 years because of the 
wonderful friends she’s made 
and the relationships she’s 
developed with THE PLAYERS 
staff. “It is always interesting to 
see a different perspective of 
such a large-scale tournament,” 
said Goss.

The Gosses
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Meticulous preparation. 
It’s the cornerstone of confidence, 
in golf and in finance.

Confidence isn’t just a word. 
It’s a commitment.    

In golf, as in fi nance, every decision counts. Which is why, at UBS, we are committed to helping you feel confi dent 

in your fi nancial decisions. This has been our focus and will continue to be, no matter what challenges lie ahead. 

You can be confi dent that we’ve taken the steps to remain one of the best capitalized banks in the world.* And that 

we’re redoubling our efforts to listen, to understand, and prepare you for fi nancial success. This is our commitment 

to you, and to the fi nancial relationship we call “You & Us.”

UBS is a Proud Partner of THE PLAYERS Championship.
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You’ll ponder over 

11 shades of white.

Go back and forth 

about carpet 

versus hardwoods.

But one decision 

will be quite easy. 

The windows and doors 

that will make your

house a home.

JELD-WEN is the offi cial window, door and millwork provider of the PGA TOUR and the Champions Tour. To 

learn more about JELD-WEN and our reliable windows and doors, please visit us at www.jeld-wen.com.
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