
 

2016 Sony Open in Hawaii 
Broadcast Window & Pre-Tournament Notes 

  

 
ShotLink Keys to Victory for Jimmy Walker 

 
9 Shot Victory:  Walker won by 9 strokes en route to victory at the Sony Open in Hawaii, marking the largest 
margin of victory in the 50 year history of the Sony Open (7 shots was the largest by Paul Azinger in 2000 & John 
Huston in 1998). 
 
Career most birdies in an event on TOUR : Walker made 29 birdies at the Sony Open in Hawaii marking 
his career most birdies in an event. 
 

Jimmy Walker Career Most  
Birdies in a PGA TOUR Event 

Year Tournament # of Birdies 
2015 Sony Open in Hawaii 29 
2013 Humana Challenge  27 
2014 Sony Open in Hawaii 25 
2016 Hyundai TOC 24 
2014 Frys.com Open 24 

 

 
 

 
11 Straight One-Putts in Round 3:  Jimmy Walker was the first player at the Sony Open in Hawaii to have one-
putts on holes 8 thru 18 in the same round since 1992 when we began tracking this data.  
 
Walker recorded his 2nd best Strokes Gained: Putting performance of his career (+2.569 per round), 2nd behind 
his winning performance at the 2014 Frys.com Open (+3.074 per round). 
 

On the Greens Jimmy Walker vs Sony Open Field 
Stat Rank Value Field Jimmy Walker ranked 2nd in putting from 

20-25 feet making 3 of 6 attempts from 
this distance. 
 
He also made a total of 418’ 6” of putts 
made. Walker’s average of 104’ 8” of 
putts made per round was over 30 feet 
more than the field average of 69’ 9”. 

Strokes Gained: Putting 1st +2.569 ---  
Putting Average 1st 1.576  1.775 
One-Putt % T16 44.4%  38.1% 
Putting 4-8 Feet T2 90.9% 66.0%  
Putting 20-25 Feet 2nd 50.0%  14.3% 
Average Dist. of Putts Made 1st 104' 8"  69’ 9” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course & Hole Statistics 
Waialae CC 

 
Toughest Fairways to Hit on TOUR  

Since 2012 (min 8700 attempts) 
Rank Course % Since 2012, Waialae CC has been the toughest driving 

course on TOUR. Only 49% of all drives at the Sony 
Open have found the fairways (12,034 of 24,514). 

1 Waialae CC 49.0% 
2 Quail Hollow Club 49.6% 
3 Glen Abbey GC 50.3% 
4 Firestone CC (South) 50.6% 
5 Torrey Pines  (South) 51.4% 

 
Toughest Driving Holes   

Since 2012 (min 1400 attempts) 
Rank Course Hole % Since 2012, the 18th hole at Waialae CC has 

proved to be the toughest fairway to hit on TOUR. 
 
In 1,751 tee shots on the 18th hole, only 31.1% of 
players have found the fairway (546). 

1 Waialae CC 18 th  31.1% 
2 Quail Hollow Club 5th   37.1% 
3 Quail Hollow Club 1st  37.3% 
4 TPC Four Seasons Resort 1st  37.7% 
5 Waialae CC 13th  38.2% 

 
Courses with the Shortest Proximity  
 to Hole Inside 100 Yards (Fairway)  

 

Courses with the Shortest  Proximity to Hole 
From Fairway  2014/15 PGA TOUR 

Rank Course Avg 
 

Rank Course Avg 
1 PGA West (Palmer) 13’ 10" 

 

1 Glen Abbey GC 26' 8" 
2 East Lake GC 14' 0" 

 

2 TPC Southwind 27' 2" 
2 Waialae CC  14' 0" 

 

3 Waialae CC 27' 9" 
4 Glen Abbey GC 14' 8" 

 

4 Conway Farms 27' 11" 
5 RTJ Trail (Grand National) 14' 10" 

 

5 Firestone CC (South) 28' 3" 

 
Courses with  the Easiest Scrambling %  

PGA TOUR Since 2012 (min 5000 attempts) 
 

Courses with Shortest Scrambling Proximity to Hole  
Rough  (min 1,000 attempts) 2014/15 PGA TOUR 

Rank Course % 
 

Rank Course % 

1 Trump Intrntl GC - Puerto Rico 62.2 
 

1 PGA West (Palmer) 6' 6" 

2 TPC Louisiana 62.1 
 

2 Waialae CC  7' 1" 

3 The Old White TPC 61.6 
 

3 TPC Southwind 7' 4" 

4 Waialae CC 61.1 
 

4 The Old White TPC 7' 5" 

5 TPC Scottsdale 60.6 
 

4 Innisbrook Resort (Copperhead) 7' 5" 

 
9th Hole Par 5 at Waialae CC   
2014/15 PGA TOUR Season 

Stat Rank  Value The 9th hole at Waialae CC, ranked in the top 10 in a 
number of categories including most eagles & birdies, 
highest par 5 going for green percentage and highest 
par 5 birdie or better percentage. The 9th hole had the 
most birdies of any hole on TOUR with 290. 

Most Eagles T3 27 
Most Birdies 1 st  290 
Par 5 Highest Going for Green % 9th  85.5% 
Par 5 Highest Birdie or Better % 2nd  71.7% 

 
 

 



 

Broadcast Window Notes 
2016 Sony Open in Hawaii (featured groups) 

Jimmy Walker 
Jimmy Walker seeks to become the first player since Steve Stricker (2009-11 John Deere Classic) to win the 
same event three consecutive years. Walker is set to make his 10th start at the Sony Open in Hawaii playing his 
last 12 consecutive rounds and 17 of his last 18 rounds under par at Waialae CC. 

 
Most Rounds under par  

at Waialae CC since 2011 
Player # of Rounds Under Par Since 2011, Jimmy Walker has played 17 of 18 rounds under 

par at the Sony Open in Hawaii. His 17 rounds under par is T-
2nd most behind Jeff Overton with 18. 

Overton, Jeff 18 
Walker, Jimmy 17 
Kirk, Chris 17 
Howell III, Charles 16 
3 tied 14 

 
Most Under Par  

at Waialae CC since 2011 
Player Score to Par Since 2011, Jimmy Walker is a combined 63 under par at 

Waialae CC. His 63 under par is 12 shots better than the next 
best players Matt Kuchar & Chris Kirk who are 51 under par. 

Jimmy Walker -63 
Matt Kuchar -51 
Chris Kirk -51 
Charles Howell III -48 
Jerry Kelly -43 

 
Jimmy Walkers Last 4 (16 Rounds)  

Starts in Hawaii 
In Jimmy Walker’s last 4 starts in Hawaii he has been nothing 
short of spectacular, posting 4 top 10’s including 2 victories 
and one 2nd place finish. In his last 16 rounds he has a 66.75 
scoring average and is a combined 76 under par. 

Stat Value 
Birdies or Better 101  
Bogeys or Worse  25 
Finishes  1st ,2nd ,1st ,T10 
Scoring Average 66.75  
Score to Par -76 

 
Jimmy Walker is coming off a T-10th place finish at the Hyundai Tournament of Champions. His wedge game was 
solid for the week leading the field in proximity to the hole from 50-125 yards (9’ 8”).  

 
Proximity to hole from 50 -125 yards  

Leaders 2016 Hyundai TOC 
Rank Player Average  Jimmy Walker’s approach shots from 50-125 yards was nearly 7 feet 

closer than the field average at the Hyunda TOC. 1 Jimmy Walker 9’ 8” 
2 J.B. Holmes 11’ 1” 
3 Justin Thomas 12’ 5” 
3 Chris Kirk 12’ 5” 
5 Rickie Fowler 12’ 9” 

   *Field Average: 16’ 7” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Zach Johnson 
2009 Sony Open in Hawaii Champion, Zach Johnson is set to make his 11th start at this event. Zach is coming off 
a T-21st place finish at the Hyundai Tournament of Champions where he played his final 3 rounds at 13 under par.  
 
Zach ranked first in Proximity to the Hole at the Hyundai TOC averaging 29’ 5” to the flagstick on approach shots. 
On the greens, Zach was dialed in from 15-25 feet making 25.00% of his attempts from this distance ranking 4th 
last week. 
 

Proximity to Hole Leaders  
2016 Hyundai TOC 

Rank  Player Proximity  
1 Zach Johnson  29’ 5” 
2 Kevin Kisner 32’ 4” 
3 Jordan Spieth 34’ 11” 
4 Justin Thomas 35’ 11” 
4 Steven Bowditch 37’ 2” 

 

 
Putting From 15 -25 Feet  

Leaders 2016 Hyundai TOC 
Rank Player Average  

1 J.B. Holmes 35.71% 
2 Kevin Kisner 33.33% 
3 David Lingmerth 28.57% 
4 Zach Johnson 25.00% 
4 Smylie Kaufman 25.00% 

 

 
Zach Johnson is known not necessarily for his distance off the tee however, he has been one of the most accurate players in 
driving accuracy in the last 12 seasons. Zach has ranked inside the top 30 in driving accuracy in 11 of the last 12 PGA TOUR 
seasons and has ranked inside the top 10 in 8 of the 12 seasons. The only year he was ranked outside of the top 30 was his 
2nd year on TOUR in 2005 ranking 47th.   

 
Ranked inside Top 10 in Driving Accuracy Since 2004  

Player # of Years Ranked Inside Top 10 
Johnson, Zach 8 

Slocum, Heath   8 

Durant, Joe 7 

Toms, David 6 

Furyk, Jim   6 
 

Ranked inside Top 30 in Driving Accuracy Since 2004  
Player # of Years Ranked Inside Top 30 

Johnson, Zach   11 

Slocum, Heath   11 

Furyk, Jim   10 

Davis, Brian   9 

5 players tied 8 
 

K.J. Choi 
2008 Sony Open in Hawaii champion, K.J. Choi is set to make his 15th appearance recording 1 win, 3 top 10’s 
and 6 top 25 finishes. 
 
K.J. Choi has made solid improvements with his putting since the 2012 PGA TOUR season. K.J. went from 172nd 
in strokes gained: putting losing -.383 strokes per round to 18th last season gaining +.411 strokes per round. 
Since 2012, K.J. has improved nearly a stroke per round on the greens.   
 

K.J. Choi Strokes Gained: Putting since 2012 
Year Rank Value 

2014-15 18th  +.411 
2013-14 26th +.336 

2013 36th +.338 
2012 172nd -.383 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Kevin Kisner 
Current FedExCup leader Kevin Kisner is coming off his 3rd consecutive top 10 finish on TOUR finishing 9th at last 
week’s Hyundai Tournament of Champions. Kisner has been one of the hottest players on TOUR finishing inside 
the top five 7 times since the start of last season. Since the start of last season only three players have more top 
5 finishes than Kevin Kisner. 
 

Most top 5 Finishes Since Start of Last Season 
Player # Top 5's 
Spieth, Jordan 13 
Day, Jason 9 
Watson, Bubba 8 
Kisner, Kevin 7 
Rose, Justin 7 
Matsuyama, Hideki 7 

 
Most Rounds of 65 or Better This Season 

Player # of Rounds FedExCup leader Kevin Kisner has picked up this season 
right where he left off last season recording 6 rounds of 65 
or better including 4 in his last 8 rounds on TOUR. 

Kisner, Kevin 6 
Spieth, Jordan 3 
Levin, Spencer 3 
Bohn, Jason 3 
Hearn, David 3 
Knox, Russell 3 

 
Most Under Par This Season 

Kevin Kisner is a total 74 under par in 20 rounds played on TOUR 
this season. His 74 under par is 6 shots better than Russell Knox 
at 68 under par this season. 

Player Score to Par 
Kisner, Kevin -74 
Knox, Russell -68 
Thomas, Justin -64 
Kaufman, Smylie -61 
Bohn, Jason -55 
Na, Kevin -55 

 
Kevin Kisner Strokes Gained: T ee-to-Green 

Since 2013-14 PGA TOUR Season 
Year Rank Value As well noted, Kevin Kisner has been working on his ball 

striking the last few years and it has paid off. Kisner has gone 
from an average ball striker ranking T-110th in Strokes 
Gained: Tee-to-Green in the 2013-14 PGA TOUR season to 
currently 30th this season. 

This Season 30 th  +1.004 
2014-15 49th  +.343 

2013-14 T110 -.078 
 
Davis Love III 
Davis Love III currently ranks 75th in the FedExCup standings and is set to make his 722nd PGA TOUR start. 
Davis is set to make his 16th start at the Sony Open and seeks to make the cut for the first time in his last three 
starts at this event. Davis has 6 top 10 finishes  at the Sony Open in Hawaii, ranking as the T-2nd most top 10’s 
he has on TOUR in an event without a victory. 
 

Davis Love III Most Top 10's at an Event on TOUR Wi thout a Win 
Event Starts  # of top 10's 
TOUR Championship 16 7 
Sony Open 16 th 6 
Arnold Palmer Invitational 24 6 
Masters Tournament 19 6 

 



 

Brandt Snedeker 
Brandt Snedeker is coming off a solid performance at the Hyundai Tournament of Champions finishing T-3rd. 
Snedeker had all facets of his game working last week ranking 9th in Strokes Gained: Tee-to-Green & 2nd in 
Strokes Gained: Putting. 
 

 
Brandt Snedeker ranked T-1st in the field in 
Greens in Regulation last week hitting his 
mark 88.89% (64 of 72) of the time. This 
marked only the 2 nd time where Brandt 
has led an event for GIR’s. This was also 
the most GIR’s he has ever hit in an 
event on TOUR.  

Brandt Snedeker Key Stats vs.  
2016 Hyundai TOC Field 

Stat Snedeker 
Rank 

Snedeker 
Value Field 

SG: Tee-to-Green 9th  +.876 --- 
Greens In Regulation T1 88.89% 80.82% 
SG: Putting 2nd  +1.179 --- 
Putting 4-8 Feet 1st  91.30% (21/23) 86.53% 
Avg. Dist. Putts Made 3rd  82’ 11” 70’ 10” 

 
Brandt Snedeker Career Most Greens Hit in Regulatio n (4 Round PGA TOUR Event) 
Year Tournament # of GIR's 
2016 Hyundai TOC 64 
2015 AT&T Pebble Beach 59 
2007 Waste Management Phoenix Open 58 
2008 Hyundai TOC 58 
2013 CareerBuilder Challenge 57 

 
Brandt Snedeker is known for being one of the best putters on the PGA TOUR. Since his Rookie season in 
2007, he has ranked inside the top 20 in Strokes Gained: Putting in 7 of his 9 years on TOUR.  Snedeker is 1 
of just 3 players to have ranked inside the top 20 in this category in 7 or more seasons. 
 
In his career on TOUR he is an outstanding +341.16 strokes better than the PGA TOUR on the greens. 

 
 

Brandt Snedeker Career SG-Putting Ranks 
Year Rank 

2014/15 5th  
2013/14 27th 

2013 4th  
2012 1st  
2011 10th  
2010 20th  
2009 4th  
2008 75th  
2007 12th  

 

# of Years Ranked Inside Top 20  
and Total SG: Putting Since 2007 

Player # of Years Total SG-Putting 
Baddeley, Aaron   8 +361.19 
Snedeker, Brandt   7 +341.16 
Donald, Luke   7 +299.25 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Adam Scott 
Adam Scott is set to make his 7th appearance at the Sony Open. Scott’s best finish at this event came in 
2009, T-2nd with David Toms and 2 shots back of winner Zach Johnson. In his last appearance in 2014, 
Scott finished T-8th falling 7 shots short of winner Jimmy Walker. 
 
This Season, Scott shot his 10th career 63 or better on TOUR in the final round of the CIMB Classic finishing 
solo 2nd. Scott currently ranks 14th in the FedExCup standings. Adam finished 106th in the FedExCup 
standings last season marking his lowest rank in the standings since the 2009 PGA TOUR season where he 
finished 110th.   
 

Adam Scott FedExCup Rankings Since 2010 
Year FedExCup Rank 

Currently 14th  
2015 106th  
2014 12th  
2013 4th  
2012 25th  
2011 16th  
2010 19th  

 
Year in and year out, Adam Scott is one of the TOURs best ball strikers ranking outside of the top 25 in 
Strokes Gained: Tee-to-Green only twice in his last 8 PGA TOUR seasons. However, on the greens he has 
struggled only ranking inside the top 100 in Strokes Gained: Putting in one season of his last 8 on TOUR. 
 

Adam Scott Strokes Gained: Tee -to-Green vs. Strokes Gained: Putting  
PGA TOUR Since 2008 

Year SG: Tee-to-Green SG: Putting 
Last Season  35th  158th   

2013-14  5th  55th   
2013  5th  103rd   
2012  5th  132nd   
2011  25th  143rd   
2010 1st   186th   
2009 75th   180th   
2008  5th  179th   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Matt Kuchar 
Matt Kuchar is set to make his 13th start at the Sony Open in Hawaii and has finished inside the top 10 in his last 
4 starts (2011-T5, 2013-T5, 2014 -T8 & 2015 – T3). 
 

Matt Kuchar FedExCup Ranks  
PGA TOUR Since 2010 

Year FEC Finish Matt Kuchar finished 19th in the FedExCup standings last season 
marking the 6th time he has finished inside the top 30 in the final 
standings. 
 
Kuchar is 1 of 3 players who have ranked inside the top 30 of the 
FedExCup standings in each of the last 6 seasons on TOUR (Dustin 
Johnson & Justin Rose). 

2015 19th  

2014 8th 

2013 6th 

2012 18th 

2011 6th 

2010 2nd 
 
Going for 100th top 25 since 2010: Since 2010, Matt Kuchar has a total of 99 top 25 finishes. His 99 top 
25’s is the most on TOUR in this time frame and is 21 more than the next best player Jim Furyk with 78. 
 

Most top 25's PGA TOUR Since 2010 
Player # of top 25's 
Matt Kuchar 99 
Jim Furyk 78 
Zach Johnson 75 
Bill Haas 74 
Justin Rose 74 
Webb Simpson 72 

 
Matt Kuchar’s consistency has been unlike many others ranking inside the top 25 in Strokes Gained: Tee-to-
Green & Scrambling in each of the last 6 seasons on TOUR. Matt is the only player who has ranked inside 
the top 25 in both statistical category in each of the last 6 seasons on TOUR. 
 

Matt Kuchar Strokes Gained: Tee -to-Green & Scrambling Ranks  
PGA TOUR Since 2010 

Year SG: Tee-to-Green Scrambling 
2014-15 22nd 13th 
2013-14 12th 12th 

2013 12th 12th 
2012 15th 7th 
2011 8th 13th 
2010 20th 5th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Graeme McDowell 
2015 OHL at Mayakoba champion, Graeme McDowell is set to make his 1st appearance at the Sony Open in 
Hawaii.  
 

Graeme Mc Dowell Career 
FedExCup Finishes 

Year FEC Finish Graeme McDowell currently ranks 4th in the FedExCup standings on 
the strength of 1 win and 2 top 10 finishes. 
 
McDowell is seeking to earn his first trip into the top 30 by year end at 
the TOUR Championship by Coca-Cola. 4 of the first 7 winners last 
season finished inside the top 30 of the FedExCup standings. 

Currently 4 th  

2015 160th  

2014 56th  

2013 55th  

2012 42nd  

2011 73rd 

2010 200th  
 
In three events played of the 2015/16 PGA TOUR season, Graeme McDowell has made 60 birdies, 108 pars, 12 
bogeys and 5 double bogeys playing his first 216 holes of the TOUR season at 37 under par. Graeme’s average 
of 5.00 birdies per round ranks T-17th on TOUR this season. McDowell currently ranks 7th in Driving Accuracy 
hitting 75.74% of his fairways. 

 
Graeme McDowell Key Stats vs. 2015/16 PGA TOUR 

Stat Rank Value TOUR AVG. 
 Driving Accuracy Percentage  7th   76.74%  61.74 
Greens in Regulation T39 76.85% 71.44% 
 Scrambling  T33  70.00%  60.66 
 3-putt Avoidance  T31 1.39%  2.63% 
 Par 5 Scoring Average  T15  4.42  4.66 
 Birdie Average  T17  5.00  3.86 
 Scoring Average  14 th   70.092  71.534 

 
Justin Thomas 
Justin Thomas is set to make his 2nd start at the Sony Open in Hawaii. Thomas finished T-6th last year shooting his 
first of 2 career rounds of 61 (round 2 at 2015 Sony & round 2 at CIMB Classic) on TOUR. Justin currently ranks 
3rd in the current FedExCup standings on the strength of 1 win (CIMB Classic), 2 top 10’s & 3 top 25’s this season. 
 
Since the start of the 2014-15 PGA TOUR season no one has more rounds in the 60’s and more birdies than 
Justin Thomas. In this timeframe Justin has 71 rounds in the 60’s and has recorded 541 total birdies.  
 

Most Rounds in the 60's Since Start of  
2014-15 PGA TOUR Season   

Player # of Rounds 
Thomas, Justin  71 
Lee, Danny 59 
Streb, Robert 59 
Kisner, Kevin 59 
Finau, Tony 57 
Knox, Russell 56 

 

 
Most Birdies Since Start of  

 2014-15 PGA TOUR Season 
Player # of Birdies 
Thomas, Justin 541 
Lee, Danny 516 
Streb, Robert 488 
Finau, Tony 488 
Kisner, Kevin 474 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Emiliano Grillo 
PGA TOUR Rookie sensation and 2015 Frys.com Open Champion Emiliano Grillo is set to make his 12th PGA 
TOUR start at the Sony Open in Hawaii. Grillo combines distance and accuracy off the tee ranking 63rd in Driving 
Distance (293.5) & 30th (71.00%) in Driving Accuracy his Total Driving rank of 93 is 4th on TOUR. 
 

Total Driving Leaders 2015-16 PGA TOUR 
Rank Player Value 

1 J.B. Holmes 44 
2 Keegan Bradley 74 
3 Davis Love III 82 
4 Emiliano Grillo 93 
5 Russell Henley 104 

 
Russell Knox 
Russell Knox is coming off a 27th place finish at last week’s Hyundai Tournament of Champions where he t-led 
the field in Greens in Regulation for the 7th time in his career on TOUR. 
 

Green In Regulation Lead ers   
2016 Hyundai TOC 

Rank Player % Russell Knox hit 64 of 72 Greens in Regulation at the 
Hyundai TOC last week. His 88.89% of greens hit t-led the 
field in this category marking the 7th time in his career where 
he has led an event on TOUR. 

1 Russell Knox 88.89% 
1 Brandt Snedeker 88.89% 
3 Smylie Kaufman 87.50% 
3 Brooks Koepka 87.50% 

 
Best Green In Regulation %  

PGA TOUR Since 2012 (min 4200 holes played) 
Player # Greens Hit # Holes Played % Russell Knox is among one of the best ball 

strikers on TOUR. Since the start of the 2012 
PGA TOUR season (thru 2016 Hyundai TOC), 
Russell has hit 70.25% (3,920 of 5,580) of his 
Greens in Regulation ranking 1st on TOUR. 

Knox, Russell   3,920 5,580 70.25%  
DeLaet, Graham   4,047 5,814 69.61% 
Rose, Justin   3,320 4,788 69.34% 
Watson, Bubba   3,586 5,184 69.17% 
Henry, J.J.   4,415 6,390 69.09% 

 
Par 3 Performance Leaders 2015-16 PGA TOUR 

Player Score to Par Russell Knox is a combined 11 under par on 
the par 3’s this season. Knox’s 11 under par 
ranks 2nd on TOUR behind Alex Cejka at 12 
under par. 

Alex Cejka -12 
Russell Knox -11 
Tyrone Van Aswegen -10 
Peter Malnati -9 
3 tied -8 

 
17 consecutive rounds under par:  Russell Knox has played his last 17 consecutive rounds under par on 
TOUR. During this stretch he has played 306 holes making 86 birdies, 17 bogeys & 2 double bogeys for a 
combined score to par of 65 under par. 

 
Best Year to Date Consecutive Sub-Par Rounds 
Rank Player # of Rounds Russell currently leads the TOUR in consecutive sub-par rounds, 

playing his last 17 rounds under par. 1 Russell Knox 17 
2 Patrick Reed 12 
2 Kevin Kisner 12 
2 Kevin Na 12 
5 3 tied 11 

 


