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Final-Round Leaderboard 

Pos. Name Score 

1 Nicholas Lindheim 64-69-68-71—272 (-8) 

2 Chesson Hadley 71-64-68-69—272 (-8) 

 Rob Oppenheim 68-69-68-67—272 (-8) 

4 Martin Piller 67-70-71-65—273 (-7) 
 

Nicholas Lindheim rolls in 35-footer for playoff victory at the DAP Championship 
 

CLEVELAND, Ohio – Nicholas Lindheim described the 35-footer that rammed into the back of the hole and 

dropped as “destiny,” but it was also his redemption. After falling in a playoff a year ago at the DAP Championship, 

he poured in that lengthy birdie on the first playoff hole Sunday to defeat Rob Oppenheim and Chesson Hadley for 

his second career victory.  

 

“I think last year I was just content being in the playoff,” Lindheim said. “I played it like six inches outside the right 

edge. I didn’t say firm it, but I ended up firming it and it was destiny. That’s all I can say.” 

 

The victory was particularly satisfying considering he nearly gave it away. After a birdie on the 16th hole to take a 

two-shot lead, he finished bogey-bogey and had to hole a 4-foot putt on the 72nd hole to pencil in his spot in the 

playoff. When that putt went in, he went into the playoff feeling like he had nothing to lose.  

 

“Golf is so hard, just controlling your emotions is one thing and then swinging a club with all those thoughts in your 

head. It’s tough,” Lindheim said. “In the playoff, it was kind of a free wheel. I focused hard on the putt. I focused 

hard on the drive and on my iron shot and it paid off. The putt went in going pretty quick, but it went right in the 

middle. When it’s your time, it’s your time.” 

 

It’s also Lindheim’s time to return to the PGA TOUR, where he finished No. 197 in the FedExCup standings a year 

ago. With the victory, he has secured his card for next season, and he returns having proven to himself something that 

he wasn’t able to during his rookie year on TOUR.  

 

“Winning on this golf course proves to me that I have what it takes to play some very good golf courses. I didn’t 

really prove that this year,” Lindheim said. “I got my butt beat in pretty hard, but I hope that I can feed off of this and 

know that I can play championship-venue golf.” 

 

For Oppenheim, whose 12-footer to extend the playoff slid past the edge, the sting of defeat was softened by the fact 

that the runner-up finish locked up one of the 25 PGA TOUR cards handed out in the Web.com Tour Finals.  

 

“Obviously, the goal was to get back to the PGA TOUR, so I’m excited about that. Obviously, now, it’s a bit 

bittersweet after having a chance to get it done,” Oppenheim said. “But, to be honest, I wasn’t really expecting that 



when I finished. [Lindheim] made that putt, and I had a great look, right below the hole, and I think once he made that 

it made me get a little bit aggressive. I didn’t want to leave it short, and I hit it too hard, hit it through the break. I 

gave it a chance, though.” 

 

Hadley lipped out a birdie putt on the 72nd hole, which would have been for the win. On the first playoff hole, he 

hooked his drive left and missed his approach left of the green. Lindheim buried the birdie putt before Hadley even 

got the chance to attempt his par putt. 

 

“Honestly, I didn’t play well enough to win,” Hadley said. “Although I halfway won maybe with that putt on 18, but I 

didn’t hit it well enough to win. Congrats to Nicholas. I didn’t have my best this week, and to be able to do what I did, 

I’m certainly very proud.” 

 

What Hadley did is lock up fully-exempt status on TOUR next season and a spot in THE PLAYERS Championship. 

The 30-year-old leads both the Regular Season and Finals combined money list and the Finals money list with only 

one event remaining and is locked up to win at least one of those two money lists.  

 

“That’s awesome. That’s huge,” Hadley said. “I’m fully exempt out there, and it allows me to take weeks off.” 

 

Ten players in total secured TOUR cards in Cleveland – Lindheim, Oppenheim, Mitchell, Troy Merritt, Martin Piller, 

Corey Conners, Brett Stegmaier, Denny McCarthy, Bronson Burgoon, and Joel Dahmen.  

 

That list includes a trio of newbies. Mitchell (T6), Conners (T11), and McCarthy (T17) all locked up TOUR cards for 

the first time with their finishes Sunday. 

 

Mitchell, who finished No. 26 on the Regular Season money list and missed his card by one shot, will be one of three 

players on TOUR from the same high school team, joining Harris English and Stephan Jaeger. 

 

“It’s one we’ve been battling the last three weeks, so it hasn’t really sunk in yet at all,” Mitchell said. “It was business 

as usual out there just trying to get it done. If we started thinking about it, then you never know what’s going to 

happen. We stayed as focused as we could, so it feels really good to be done. I know we’ve got one more tournament, 

but it’s such a weight off my shoulders going into that week and the rest of the year.” 

 

Sunday Notes: 

* Sunday weather: Mostly sunny; High of 87; Wind N 6-12 mph. 

* This week’s purse is $1M with $180,000 awarded to Nicholas Lindheim.  

* Lindheim earns his second career Web.com Tour victory in his 58th career start. Lindheim previously won the 2016 

Utah Championship.   

* Lindheim’s victory comes at age 32 years, 10 months and 15 days.   

* Lindheim held a share of the 54-hole lead with Matt Atkins and becomes the second consecutive 54-hole co-leader 

to win the DAP Championship.  

 

About Nicholas Lindheim 

HEIGHT: 6-2  WEIGHT: 165 

BIRTHDATE: November, 9, 1984 

BIRTHPLACE: Mission Viejo, California 

RESIDENCE: Satellite Beach, Florida 

TURNED PROFESSIONAL: 2006 

JOINED TOUR: 2014 

* This is the third tournament in the Web.com Tour Finals, a series of four events that will conclude at the Web.com 

Tour Championship in Atlantic Beach, Fla., Sept. 25-Oct. 1. Twenty-five PGA TOUR cards were awarded last month 



following the WinCo Foods Portland Open presented by Kraft Heinz. An additional 25 cards are up for grabs during 

the four Finals events, as well as positioning for all 50 cards.  

* With one event remaining, Cameron Percy sits 25th on the Finals money list with $27,855 in earnings.  

 

* Hadley posted his third consecutive top-10 and fourth top-three finish in his last six starts with his runner-up at the 

DAP Championship.  

 

* With the PGA TOUR season closing with 2016 Web.com Tour graduate Xander Schauffele winning the TOUR 

Championship, nine Web.com Tour graduates from 2016 won 10 tournaments on TOUR this season. 

 

* Conners, who graduated from nearby Kent State University with a degree in Actuarial Science, has posted three 

consecutive top-30 finishes in the Finals with a T11 this week. The 2014 U.S. Amateur runner-up finished 49th on the 

Regular Season money list to earn entry into the Finals.   

 

* Matt Atkins, who held a share of the 54-hole lead at 9-under, got off to a rough start with three bogeys and a double 

in his first six holes, but the 26-year-old rallied with a hole-in-one at the par-3 seventh. Atkins went on to finish in a 

tie for sixth with a final-round, 4-over 74.   

 

* Martin Piller secured a return to the TOUR after firing the round of the day Sunday with a 5-under 65 to move into 

solo fourth.  

 

* Mitchell has made one career start on the TOUR, finishing T11 at the Valspar Championship in March after 

Monday qualifying into the event.  

 

* This is the third year of the Finals format and it’s difficult to estimate exactly how much money it will take to finish 

in the top-25 on the Finals money list and collect one of the remaining 25 PGA TOUR cards that will be handed out 

in a few weeks.  

Here’s how much money the No. 25 man on the money list earned in each of the past two years: 

2013 No. 25 Bobby Gates   $33,650.00 

2014 No. 25 Eric Axley   $36,311.66 

2015 No. 25 Rob Oppenheim    $32,206.00 

2016 No. 25 Tim Wilkinson*            $27,425.00 

*denotes three events played (Web.com Tour Championship was cancelled)  

Scoring Averages at the par-70 Canterbury Golf Club:  

Front 9  Back 9   Total   Cumulative  

R1:  35.008  35.916  70.924  

R2: 35.351  35.473  70.824  70.874  

R3: 34.940  35.821  70.761  70.836 

R4: 35.463  36.254  71.716  71.056       

 

HIGHLIGHTS AND INTERVIEWS from today’s play are available via the following FTP site: 

website: https://moveit.pgatourhq.com <https://moveit.pgatourhq.com/> 

Username: webcom_Highlights    Password: pgatour13 

* First click on “FOLDER” on the top left of the main page. From there, navigate to the following folders: 

 /Home/Highlights and then locate the event folder of your choice. 

* All footage is HD and use is free. 

 

For the latest information and updates on the Web.com Tour visit www.pgatourmedia.com 

Scores available at www.pgatour.com or on the Associated Press wire 

https://moveit.pgatourhq.com/
https://moveit.pgatourhq.com/
http://www.pgatourmedia.com/
http://www.pgatour.com/


Follow the Web.com Tour on Twitter at  http://twitter.com/webdotcomtour on Facebook at 
www.Facebook.com/WebDotComTour and on Instagram at www.instagram.com/webdotcomtour 

http://twitter.com/webdotcomtour
https://www.facebook.com/WebDotComTour
../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/14%20Web.com%20Tour/12Air%20Capital%20Classic/StoriesNotes/www.instagram.com/webdotcomtour

