
 
 
 
 

 
On-site PGA TOUR media contact: 

John Bush, PGA TOUR Media Official 
                                                                                                       (904) 923-7419/johnbush@pgatourhq.com 

 
Dates: November 14-20, 2016 
Where: St. Simons Island, GA 
Courses: Sea Island GC (Seaside Course/Host; Plantation Course) 
Par/Yards: Seaside (35-35—70/7,005), Plantation (36-36—72/7,058) 
Defending champion: Kevin Kisner 
Purse: $6,000,000 ($1,080,000 to winner) 
Field: 156; Format: 72-hole stroke play 
 
A look back at The RSM Classic in 2015 
Third-round leader Kevin Kisner shot a bogey-free 64 in the final round to claim a tournament-record, six-stroke victory 
over Kevin Chappell at the 2015 RSM Classic. Graeme McDowell finished solo third and seven strokes behind. 
Kisner’s 72-hole score of 260 shattered Tommy Gainey’s tournament scoring record of 264 from 2012. 
 
More about Kevin Kisner’s Victory  

 Kisner recorded his first PGA TOUR victory in his 109th start at the age of 31 years, 9 months and 7 days. 

 Joined Tommy Gainey (2012) and Robert Streb (2014) as the only players to record their first PGA TOUR win at 
The RSM Classic. 

 Kisner became the 11th former Georgia Bulldog to win on the PGA TOUR joining Chip Beck, Harris English, Brian 
Harman, Russell Henley, Ryuji Imada, Chris Kirk, Billy Kratzert, Tim Simpson, Brendon Todd and Bubba Watson. 
Watson leads that contingent with eight titles. Patrick Reed attended UGA for one season. 

 Kisner’s win ended a stretch that included four runner-up finishes in his previous 19 starts on TOUR, including three 
playoff losses (2015 World Golf Championships-HSBC Champions/2nd, 2015 Greenbrier Classic/P2, 2015 
PLAYERS Championship/P2, 2015 RBC Heritage/P2). 

 The six-stroke win for Kisner was the largest in tournament history.   

 Kisner’s 196 total through three rounds marked the lowest 54-hole score at The RSM Classic (The previous mark of 
197 was set by Michael Thompson/2011, Davis Love III/2012 and Jim Furyk/2012 at the par-70 Seaside Course. 

 Kisner (2015), Chris Kirk (2013) and Ben Crane (2010) are the only players to carry the 54-hole lead on to victory. 

 Kisner at The RSM Classic (Won-2015, T4-2014, T20-2013, MC-2012, T26-2011). 

 Kisner “coached” the PGA TOUR players to a 7-6 victory over their wives Tuesday night in the annual PGA TOUR 
Wives Association Wiffle Ball Classic. 

 Kisner carried the victory on to a 23rd place finish in the FedExCup. Here’s a look at his year-by-year finishes in the 
season-long competition: 2011/195, 2012/153, 2013/DNP, 2014/104, 2015/21, 2016/23. 

 
The RSM Classic and the FedExCup 
The RSM Classic is the seventh event in the PGA TOUR's wraparound schedule that bridges two years with 47 official 
events. Over the span of 43 weeks, players vie to become the FedExCup Champion, which distinguishes the one 
player who not only performs well during the PGA TOUR Season, but also excels through the four-event FedExCup 
Playoffs, culminating with the 2017 TOUR Championship. Every week is significant in the race for the FedExCup – four 
of the seven winners from the fall calendar of 2015 (Russell Knox, Emiliano Grillo, Justin Thomas and Kevin Kisner) 
qualified for the 2016 TOUR Championship and two others (Smylie Kaufman and Graeme McDowell) finished inside 
the top 50. 
 
The 2016-17 PGA TOUR Season kicked off with the Safeway Open and includes seven events during the fall of 2016, 
all of which will award FedExCup points. After a break, the season will resume in January with the traditional swing 
through Hawaii before moving to the West Coast. 
 
A look at the field 

 Tournament host Davis Love III, a 21-time winner on the PGA TOUR and recent captain for the winning U.S. 
Ryder Cup team, will be making his 735th start on the PGA TOUR. Here’s a look at Love’s finishes at The RSM 
Classic (T33/2010, MC/2011, T4/2012, MC/2013, T41/2014, T33/2015). 

 2016 Ryder Cup members: Davis Love III (captain), Brandt Snedeker, Zach Johnson, Matt Kuchar. 

 19-time TOUR winner and four-time major champion Ernie Els will make his first start at The RSM Classic. 

 Tournament winners from the 2016-17 season: Cody Gribble (Sanderson Farms Championship). 

 10 players who are currently ranked inside the top 30 in the FedExCup standings this season, led by Cody 
Gribble (6) and Patton Kizzire (11). 
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 Seven players who finished inside the top 30 in the FedExCup standings during the 2015-16 season and 
advanced to the TOUR Championship: Kevin Chappell (8), Brandt Snedeker (15), Si Woo Kim (17), Matt 
Kuchar (18), Roberto Castro (22), Kevin Kisner (23), William McGirt (24). 

 The highest ranked-players in the field in the Official World Golf Rankings are Matt Kuchar (No. 20), Brandt 
Snedeker (26), Kevin Chappell (28), Jim Furyk (34), Zach Johnson (35), Bill Haas (38) and Kevin Kisner (41). 

 17-time PGA TOUR winner and 2010 FedExCup champion Jim Furyk began his 2016-17 season last week at 
the OHL Classic at Mayakoba. Most recently, Furyk drew the attention of the sports world when he posted the 
PGA TOUR’s first-ever 58. In the final round of this past season’s Travelers Championship, Furyk made 10 
birdies and an eagle en route to the TOUR’s lowest 18-hole score (finished T5). Furyk also posted a 12-under 
59 in round two of the 2013 BMW Championship (finished 3rd). At the end of the 2015-16 season, Furyk 
received the Payne Stewart Award, presented annually to a professional golfer who best exemplifies Stewart’s 
values of character, charity and sportsmanship. 

 Kevin Chappell has improved at The RSM Classic each year (T43-2012, T32-2013, T8-2014, 2-2015). 

 Brendon de Jonge has finished inside the top 16 in four of his six starts at The RSM Classic (T15-2010, T60-
2011, T4-2012, T16-2013, P2-2014, T33-2015). 

 Sponsor exemptions: Heath Slocum, Paul Lawrie, Henrik Norlander. 

 
Past Champions in the field 
All six of the past champions of The RSM Classic are in the field this week. 
Champion Year won 
Kevin Kisner 2015 
Robert Streb 2014 
Chris Kirk 2013 
Tommy Gainey 2012 
Ben Crane 2011 
Heath Slocum 2010 
 
Major Champions in the field 
There are seven former major champions in the field this week. 
Player # Majors won 
Ernie Els 4 
Vijay Singh 3 
Zach Johnson 2 
Stewart Cink 1 
Jim Furyk  1 
Lucas Glover 1 
Davis Love III 1 
Webb Simpson 1 
 
Sea Island Connections in the field 
Tournament host, Sea Island resident and “Team RSM” member Davis Love III headlines a growing list of players with 
Sea Island connections, with the majority training out of the state-of-the-art Sea Island Golf Performance Center: 

 Blayne Barber – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Jonathan Byrd – Sea Island resident, trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Stewart Cink – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Harris English – Sea Island resident, trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center  
 Brian Harman – Sea Island resident, trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Billy Horschel – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center  
 Charles Howell III – owns Sea Island property 
 Zach Johnson – “Team RSM”, Sea Island resident, trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Patton Kizzire – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Matt Kuchar – Sea Island resident, trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Rick Lamb – Sea Island Resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Scott Langley – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Davis Love III – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Trey Mullinax – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 J.T. Poston – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Seamus Power – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Kyle Reifers – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Sam Saunders – trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Hudson Swafford – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center  
 Michael Thompson – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 
 Bobby Wyatt  – Sea Island resident; trains at Sea Island Golf Performance Center 



 
Miscellaneous RSM Classic Notes 

 There have been two playoffs at The RSM Classic: Ben Crane defeated Webb Simpson in 2011, while Robert 
Streb outlasted Brendon de Jonge and Will Mackenzie in 2014. 

 Kevin Kisner (2015), Chris Kirk (2013) and Ben Crane (2010) are the only players to carry the 54-hole lead on to 
victory at the event. 

 Kevin Kisner’s six-stroke victory in 2015 is the largest in tournament history. 

 Kisner also owns the tournament scoring record (260) and 54-hole record (196). 

 
About RSM 

 RSM US LLP is the leading provider of audit, tax and consulting services focused on the middle market. 

 RSM is celebrating its 90th year of operation. 

 The change from the McGladrey Classic to The RSM Classic in 2015 reflected the title sponsor’s name change 
from McGladrey LLP to RSM US LLP. The Chicago-based firm announced in June, 2015 that the change 
would be occurring on October 26 of last year to unite its international network under one brand and better 
showcase its global capabilities. 

 “Team RSM” features Davis Love III, Zach Johnson, Chris DiMarco, Andy Sullivan and Paul Lawrie. 
 
About the Seaside Course 

 The Seaside Course, which has made its way in the past on Golf Digest’s “Top 100 Courses in the United 
States”, is situated on the southern tip of Saint Simons Island and is a true oceanside course. The storied 
Seaside Course has been the site of many prestigious golf events and has challenged some of the game's finest 
golfers, including Bobby Jones, Jack Nicklaus and Sam Snead. Originally designed in 1929  

 Seaside was originally built as a 9-hole course by legendary English architects Harry S. Colt and Charles Alison 
in 1929. In 1973, Joe Lee designed Marshside Nine. These two distinct nines were transformed into the current 
world-class Seaside course in 1999 by Tom Fazio. 

 
About the Plantation Course 

 With Rees Jones’ renovation, the Plantation Course unfolds among a forest of ancient live oak and cedar, with a 
hint of danger lurking in its tidal creeks and lakes. Plantation boasts expansive fairways that give definition to the 
course, showcasing beautiful views of the ocean, oaks, and blooming flowers. 

 Jones calls the new Plantation “parkland by the sea” for its magnificent vistas of the Atlantic Ocean and its lush 
natural scenery. Rees added, “I took the work of Walter Travis (who designed Plantation in 1926) and Dick 
Wilson (who fashioned Retreat in 1960) and produced a classic style course with a similar flavor.”  

 
Friends of Davis Love Foundation 
Friends of Davis Love Foundation is a program administered by the Davis Love Foundation designed to help 
raise money for charities participating in the program. Each participating charity sells raffle tickets ($20 each) 
for the chance to win a new 2016 Buick Verano courtesy of Nalley Automotive of Brunswick. One hundred 
percent of the money collected through the raffle is distributed back to the participa ting charities. Each 
charity will receive raffle tickets beginning in July 2016.  Charities will have until Friday, November 11, 2016 
to sell raffle tickets and raise money for their organization.  A drawing for the Grand Prize winner of the new 
car will take place on Saturday, November 19, 2016 during The RSM Classic. 
 
Birdies Fore Love 
Now in its third year, RSM’s Birdies Fore Love program is a giving platform tied to The RSM Classic. Each 
year, RSM makes a difference for at-risk youth through Birdies Fore Love thanks to stellar participation from 
its partners, principals and employees, gifts from clients and friends of the firm, and a generous match 
provided by the RSM US Foundation. Through Birdies Fore Love, RSM offices commit to raising funds for a 
local charity that aligns with the missions of the RSM US Foundation and Davis Love Foundation.  
 
In 2015, the program more than doubled the prior year’s giving, raising almost $1.3 million for 65 charities in 
the local communities where RSM’s employees live and work. The strong fundraising through Birdies Fore 
Love coupled with proceeds from the tournament brought the 2015 total donation to over $2 million and the 
program total to more than $4.8 million.  

 
Youth and Community Day - Monday, November 14 
Sponsored by Southeast Georgia Health System and Wolfson Children’s Hospital, “Youth Day” is an event 
held specifically for kids to kick-off Tournament Week and to promote healthy eating habits, exercise, and the 
game of golf. Each year, over 500 youths from Glynn County Schools, the Boys & Girls Club of Southeast 
Georgia, and other local youth programs are in attendance. Special activities include an obstacle course, 
face painting, bean bag toss, and special golf activities designed to introduce youths to the game. The event, 
which will take place Monday, November 14 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. (Plantation Course first fairway), will 
culminate with a special guest golf clinic for all in attendance.  



 
Annual Wiffle Ball Classic – Tuesday, November 15 
The Annual Wiffle Ball Classic presented by Krispy Kreme between PGA TOUR players, their wives and youth will be 
held Tuesday, November 15 at 5 p.m. The game, which is free to the public, will be held at the Frederica Academy 
Baseball Field. In its first five years, in conjunction with Blessings in a Backpack, the Wiffle Ball Classic has raised 
more than $100,000 to help feed children on weekends. Here is the current list of players/wives who are expected to 
participate (subject to change):  
Bobby Wyatt & Jean Faircloth 
Scott & Jen Stallings 
Peter & Alicia Malnati 
Scott & Allison Brown 
Amanda Byrd 
Tim & Mandy Wilkinson 
Kevin & Brittany Kisner (captains) 
William & Sarah McGirt (coaches) 
Christen Thompson 
Webb & Dowd Simpson 
Tommy & Erin Gainey 
Bill & Julie Haas 
Hunter & Kandi Mahan 
Hudson & Katherine Stafford 
Kelly Harmon 
Kim Johnson 
Scott & Kristy Langley 
Josh & Ashley Teater 
Stewart & Lisa Cink 
Chesson & Amanda Hadley 
Carolyn Herman 
Zach & Courtney Sucher 
Joel Dahmen & Lona Skutt 
 
Charity Putting Challenge – Wednesday, November 16 
The Charity Putting Challenge allows Special Olympics athletes and members of the local Boys & Girls Club 
to participate with PGA TOUR Professionals in a friendly putting competition. Each team is comprised of one 
representative from each of the aforementioned organizations along with a representative from RSM LLP who 
serves as an official scorekeeper for  the team. The teams square off against one another in a 12-hole putting 
competition. Each hole is custom-designed by teaching professionals at the Sea Island Golf Performance 
Center and present various challenges with rocks, sand, and small branches servi ng as hazards. In the end, 
one team is awarded as the Charity Putting Challenge champion with an accompanying trophy to honor their 
achievement. This year’s challenge will take place Wednesday, November 16 at 3:00 p.m. on the Sea Island 
Golf Performance Center practice green. 
 
Web.com Tour Player of the Year Announcement – Wednesday, November 16 
The 2016 Web.com Tour Player of the Year will be announced in the media center at 5 p.m. Wednesday, with 
a cocktail reception to follow. 
 
World Golf Hall of Fame press conference – Thursday, November 17 
Following the first round and in advance of the annual media dinner, the World Golf Hall of Fame and the PGA TOUR 
will host a special press conference and media reception for 2017 Inductee Davis Love III on Thursday, November 17. 
Last month it was announced that Love, a 21-time winner on the PGA TOUR and 2016 U.S. Ryder Cup Captain would 
be enshrined into the World Golf Hall of Fame during the 2017 Induction Ceremony, the week of the Presidents Cup in 
New York, September 26 along with Meg Mallon, Lorena Ochoa, Ian Woosnam, and the late Henry Longhurst.   
 
“Folds of Honor” Million Dollar Challenge – Saturday, November 19 
New this year, the Folds of Honor Million Dollar Challenge offers all fans attending The RSM Classic on 
Saturday, November 19th, the opportunity to test their golf skills and possibly win $1,000,000 – all while 
raising valuable funds for The Folds of Honor Foundation. Participants will compete in a “Closest to the Pin” 
contest with 13 finalists qualifying for a one-shot Challenge Round immediately following the third round of 
The RSM Classic. The finalist who hits their shot closest to the pin will win a Grand Prize Package and a 
Hole-in-One is worth $1,000,000. 
 
“Live Under the Oaks”, sponsored by Southeast Georgia Health System – Saturday, November 19 
Country music star and Georgia Southern graduate Cole Swindell will perform in the Golden Isles with a concert 
Saturday evening, November 19 in the annual “Live Under the Oaks” at McKinnon St. Simons Island Airport. Matt 
Rogers will serve as the opening act beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

https://www.foldsofhonor.org/

