Web.com“

TOUR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 15, 2019
CONTACT: Preston Smith, PrestonSmith@pgatourhg.com, 706-844-2100

Second-Round Leaderboard

Pos. Name Scores
1 | ).T. Griffin 63-65—-128(-16)
Maverick McNealy 64-64—-128(-16)
3 Chris Baker 66-64—130(-14)
4 Mark Hubbard 65-66—131(-13)
Wade Binfield 65-66—-131(-13)
6 Two players tied at 132 (-12)

J.T. Griffin, Maverick McNealy share 36-hole lead at LECOM Suncoast Classic

LAKEWOOD RANCH, Florida — After 36 holes at Lakewood National Golf Club, J.T. Griffin and Maverick
McNealy share the lead at 16-under 128 entering the weekend at the LECOM Suncoast Classic. Second-
round play was suspended due to darkness at 6:29 p.m. with one group remaining on the course.

Beginning the day 8-under through 15 holes of his first round, Griffin added a late birdie to his first-round
total and followed it up with a 7-under 65 in the second round to share the lead. Griffin qualified into the
event with a 65 on Monday.

“The hardest part of Monday qualifying is the pressure you put on yourself,” said Griffin. “You give yourself
a little extra anxiety just to get into the tournament...I was just happy to make the cut this week.
Everything on top of that is gravy.”

The 31-year-old is seeking his best career finish on the Web.com Tour, previously set at T14 last year at
the Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Heartland Chevy Dealers. He noted the grind of playing
Monday qualifiers and mini-tours as a taxing element throughout the golf season.

“I’'ve seen so many guys catch their break later in their careers these days,” said Griffin. “It can be tough
watching Spieth and Justin Thomas take off so early, but before them it was pretty rare...Patton Kizzire is
a good friend of mine, and | saw him kind of struggle and break through, and I'd like to follow in his
footsteps. People just peak at a different time, and I’'m hoping I’'m getting my feet wet.”

After a clean scorecard netted a 4-under 32 at the turn, Griffin added six birdies, a bogey and a double on
his second nine to reach 7-under on the day. He two-putted for birdie at the last to keep a share of the
lead.

“The birdie at the last was big,” said Griffin, donning a hat from Fish Hippie, an apparel company where
his parents work. “That was the first bad break I'd had this week [the double on No. 8], so it busted my
bubble a little bit. Getting the birdie on No. 9 was important...if | had gone double bogey and then a three-
putt par to end it would have made lunch taste a little worse.”

McNealy, who carded back-to-back 64s to open play, notched seven birdies, an eagle and a bogey on
Friday. Despite claiming it was his worst shot of the day, the 23-year-old holed out for eagle at the par-4
eighth.
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“l actually played way better yesterday, despite the score,” said McNealy. “I hit a lot of shots that didn’t
come off how | wanted them to, but they ended up great. | drove it awesome today which helps. | didn’t
putt great or have a sharp short game, just felt a little lucky out there. The worst shot | hit today was my
wedge shot on No. 8, which caught the ridge and went into the hole for eagle. It was just one of those
days.”

McNealy, a Stanford University alum and former world No. 1 amateur, cited a stronger mentality this
season after an up-and-down rookie season last year.

“I learned a ton last year, but | think I’'m just tougher this year,” said McNealy. “I said my goal this year
was to have the mindset of a hockey player, not a golfer...You have to be a little bit gritty and a little bit
tough to win out here on the weekend.”

The second round will wrap up on Saturday morning beginning at 8:45 a.m. Third-round tee times will run
from approximately 9:45 a.m. — noon.

FRIDAY NOTES:

* Friday’s weather: Sunny, high of 74, winds S/SW at 5-10 miles per hour. Play was suspended due to
darkness at 6:29 p.m. The second round will continue beginning at 8:45 a.m. on Saturday.

* The projected cutline is currently at 5-under with one group left to finish the second round on Saturday.
With exactly 65 players currently inside the cutline, a bogey or worse by either Jack Maguire or Oliver
Bekker will shift the cut to 4-under and add approximately 14 players to weekend play. The cut will be the
lowest cut thus far of the 2019 season with the previous low mark at the Country Club de Bogota
Championship (-1).

* With rounds of 66-64 to start the tournament, Chris Baker is solo-third at 14-under 130 on the
tournament. His 64 tied four others for round of the day: McNealy (T1), Max Greyserman (T12), Ben Taylor
(T12) and Scott Gutschewski (T21).

* Mark Hubbard, a 2014 Web.com Tour graduate, is seeking his first top-10 finish since finishing T6 last
year at El Bosque Mexico Championship by Innova. The 29-year-old sits T4 after 36 holes. Wade Binfield
joins Hubbard at 13-under 131.

* Former Masters champion (2003) Mike Weir played well in front of a large gallery all day, carding a 4-
under 68 to sit T8 entering the weekend.

* Charlie Saxon, the last player into the field after a withdrawal the morning of the first round, sits T40.

* This week’s purse is $550,000, with $99,000 going to the champion. The champion will also earn 500
points in the Web.com Tour points system.

* Forty former Web.com Tour champions are competing in the field, amounting to 57 victories, as well as
12 PGA TOUR champions (equaling 30 victories).

* The par-4 second hole (491 yards) ranked as the toughest hole on the course on Friday with a scoring
average of 4.479.

* The par-5 16™ hole (563 yards) ranked as the easiest hole on Friday. The hole played to an average of
4.146 and yielded 14 eagles.

* Lakewood National Golf Club Scoring Averages:
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Front (36) Back (36) Total (72) Cumulative
R1 36.028 34.751 70.743
R2 35.349 34.605 69.955 70.363

For highlights from today’s round, or any 2019 event visit http://bit.ly/webcom2019video

For the latest information and updates on the Web.com Tour visit www.pgatourmedia.com

Scores available at www.pgatour.com or on the Associated Press wire

Follow the Web.com Tour on Twitter at http://twitter.com/webdotcomtour on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/WebDotComTour and on Instagram at www.instagram.com/webdotcomtour
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