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First-Round Leaderboard 

Pos. Name Scores 

1 Tim Wilkinson 65 (-5)  

T2 Xinjun Zhang 66 (-4) 

T2 Mike Weir  66 (-4)  

T2 Brett Coletta 66 (-4) 

T5 Four players tied 67 (-3)  

*Play suspended due to darkness  
 

Tim Wilkinson posts 5-under 65 for opening-round lead at 
Panamá Championship 

 
PANAMÁ CITY, Panamá – New Zealand’s Tim Wilkinson survived windy conditions on Thursday at the 
Panamá Championship with a 5-under 65 to take the first-round lead. Xinjun Zhang, Mike Weir and Brett 
Coletta sit T2 at 4-under-par, with four players one stroke behind at T5. 

The Web.com Tour kicked off its final event outside the United States on Thursday at the Club de Golf de 
Panamá, which has historically been one of the most difficult courses on the Web.com Tour as players 
battled windy conditions with gusts reaching up to 22 miles per hour. Wilkinson, who is making his 190th 
Web.com Tour start this week, had seven birdies on the day including four on his front nine. 

“I would say the putter was working best for me today. Given the conditions and it being really windy out 
here, I played pretty conservatively,” Wilkinson said. “I hit a lot of solid tee shots and was able to get the 
ball in play. It was tough because the wind was gusting early and that makes it a little bit more difficult 
when you pull the trigger.”                                                                                                                                                                   

After two birdies on Nos. 3 and 4, Wilkinson suffered a double bogey on the par-4 fifth, setting him back 
to even-par. He quickly bounced back with birdies on Nos. 6 and 8 to make the turn at 2-under and used 
birdies on 12, 16 and 17 to close out his round, earning him a career low at the Club de Golf de Panamá.  

“I hit a lot of greens today and kept it on the safe side of the hole. I putted really well, and I just made one 
mistake with the double bogey on No. 5,” said Wilkinson. “I came straight back on six and hit a really good 
four-iron to about eight feet to make birdie there and then had a nice shot into No. 8 and made about a 
20-footer. I was able to make some decent-length putts today so that was nice.” 

The 40-year-old is seeking his first Web.com Tour victory and has 21 career top-10 finishes, two of which 
have come at the Panamá Championship.  

Sitting one-stroke off the lead is China’s Xinjun Zhang, who fired a 4-under 66 in his first round. Zhang 
opened Thursday with four birdies in his first five holes followed by 13 consecutive pars.  

“I had a lot of good tee shots which set up good opportunities especially with the wind out there,” Zhang 
said. “I had some pretty long putts for par on the front nine which were critical. Overall, 4-under is really 
good out there today considering how windy it was.”  



 
  
 
Zhang finds himself in a familiar spot near the top of the leaderboard after he led the Country Club de 
Bogotá Championship last Thursday with an opening-round 61. Zhang was unable to hold on to the lead 
and eventually finished T34, but said he learned from the experience.  

“I want to stay aggressive going into tomorrow,” Zhang said. “I learned from the experience last week and 
felt like I let my foot off the gas a little bit. I want to stay smart but stay aggressive tomorrow.”  

Tied with Zhang is Mike Weir, who is making his second Web.com Tour start this season. Starting on the 
back nine, the 2003 Masters champion found himself 1-over after his first five holes, but rebounded with 
birdies on Nos. 16, 18, 4, 8 and 9.  

“My ball striking was great today. I hit all but one fairway and all but one green,” said Weir. “I was pin high 
a lot and had a lot of close chances today. It was really all ball striking out there today.”  

Despite being one of the shorter hitters in the field, the 48-year-old mentioned he feels comfortable in 
the windy conditions at the Club de Golf de Panamá.  

“I have a lower ball flight, so I don’t have to change too much,” Weir said. “I think the firm conditions help 
me because I don’t hit it high but can still get some roll. I’ve always seemed to play well in tougher 
conditions.”  

Joining Weir and Zhang at 4-under is Australian Brett Coletta, who had seven birdies and three bogeys on 
Thursday. Playing is his first Panamá Championship, Coletta birdied two of his final three holes and feels 
right at home on the firm and fast Club de Golf de Panamá. 

“I just played really solid. I hung in there and had some good birdies at the end,” Coletta said. “Being from 
Australia we get this common wind and firm surfaces, so it’s not too unfamiliar.”  

Four players currently sit 3-under at T5 heading into Friday.  

 

THURSDAY NOTES: 

* Thursday’s weather: Isolated showers, high of 91, winds N 10-14 miles per hour with gusts up to 22 miles 
per hour.  

* This week’s purse is $625,000, with $112,500 going to the champion. 

* Forty-two Web.com Tour winners with 62 victories are in the field this week.  

* One group remains on the course as play was called due to darkness.   

* Tim Wilkinson had the low round of the day shooting a 5-under 65.  

* The first-round scoring average was 71.746. Last year, players averaged 71.859 at Club de Golf de 
Panamá making it the second hardest course on Tour.  

* 2018 runner-up Edward Loar is currently T5 after a Thursday 67.  

* After shooting a final-round 80 in Bogotá, Chris Baker rebounded with an opening-round 3-under 67 and 
is currently T5.  

* The par-4 seventh and par-4 second ranked as the most difficult holes during the opening-round with a 
scoring average of 4.408.  

* The par-5 fourth was the easiest hole on Thursday with players converting 52 birdies and one eagle. 

 



 
  
 
 

*Club de Golf de Panamá Scoring Averages: 

   Front  Back  Total  Cumulative 

R1    35.915  35.831  71.746 

 

For highlights from today’s round, or any 2019 event visit http://bit.ly/webcom2019video 

For the latest information and updates on the Web.com Tour visit www.pgatourmedia.com 

Scores available at www.pgatour.com or on the Associated Press wire 

Follow the Web.com Tour on Twitter at  http://twitter.com/webdotcomtour on Facebook at 
www.Facebook.com/WebDotComTour and on Instagram at www.instagram.com/webdotcomtour 
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