
 
 
 

 
 
 
2018 The RSM Classic 
(8th of 46 events in the PGA TOUR Season) 
 
St. Simons Island, GA  November 15-18, 2018 Purse: $6,400,000 ($1,152,000) 
Seaside Course (Host)  Par/Yards: 35-35—70/7,005 FedExCup Points: 500 (winner) 
Plantation Course  Par/Yards: 36-36—72/6,907     

 
First-Round Notes – Thursday, November 15, 2018 

 
Weather: Mostly cloudy. High of 58. Wind WNW 10 mph. 
 
First-Round Leaderboard 
Charles Howell III (PL) 64 (-8) 
J.J. Spaun (PL)  66 (-6) 
Austin Cook (PL)  66 (-6) 
Aaron Baddeley (PL) 67 (-5) 
Davis Love III (PL)  67 (-5) 
Chase Wright (PL) 67 (-5) 
 
Things to Know 

• Charles Howell III hit all fairways (14/14) and all greens (18/18) for the first time in his career. He leads by two after 
a bogey-free 8-under 64 on the Plantation Course. 

• Defending champion Austin Cook repeated his opening score from 2017 (a bogey-free 66 on the Plantation 
Course). He’s looking to become the first player to get his first two wins in the same event since Daniel Berger 
(2016-17 FedEx St. Jude Classic). 

• Tournament host Davis Love III opened with a 5-under 67 on the Plantation Course, his first sub-70 opening score 
in the event since 2012 (T4).  

• St. Simons Island resident Brian Harman and Peter Uihlein recorded the best score on the par-70 Seaside Course, 
4-under 66. The pair are among nine players at T7. 

• Cameron Champ took over the lead in Birdies Fore Love with five birdies and an eagle (4-under 68). 
 
First-Round Lead Notes 
2 First-round leaders/co-leaders at The RSM Classic to win: Kevin Kisner (2015) and Mackenzie Hughes (2016) 
2 First-round leader/co-leaders to win this season: Cameron Champ (Sanderson Farms Championship) and Matt 

Kuchar (Mayakoba Golf Classic) 
2 Charles Howell III’s two-stroke lead is the largest first-round lead in tournament history 
 
Charles Howell III (-8/1) 
Age: 39 (June 20, 1979) 
Joined TOUR: 2001 
 
Entering the week 
#62 FedExCup 
#84 OWGR 
8 The RSM Classic starts 
3 Top-10s at The RSM Classic (2010/T6, 2012/T7, 2015/T9) 
528 PGA TOUR starts 
2 PGA TOUR wins (not since 2007) 
89 Top-10s on PGA TOUR 
3 PGA TOUR starts in 2018-19 
 

• For the first time in his career, hit all fairways and greens in regulation in a single round. He hit all 18 greens on six 
previous occasions. 

• Marks eighth time with first-round lead/co-lead on PGA TOUR. He has never gone on to win. 



• This is his first lead after any round since round one of the 2017 John Deere Classic.  

• In 2017-18, remained among a group of 10 players who qualified for a perfect 12 of 12 FedExCup Playoffs. 
 
J.J. Spaun (T2/-6) 
Age: 28 (August 21, 1990) 
Joined TOUR: 2017 
 
Entering the week  
#16 FedExCup 
#105 OWGR 
2 Starts at The RSM Classic 
63 PGA TOUR Starts 
0 PGA TOUR wins 
9  Top-10s on PGA TOUR 
5 PGA TOUR starts in 2018-19 
 

• Finished runner-up at the 2017 RSM Classic (four shots behind Austin Cook), his best finish on TOUR. 

• Hit 11/14 fairways, 17/18 greens and required 31 putts en route to a bogey-free 6-under 66 on the Plantation Course. 

• Finished No. 62 in the FedExCup standings and advanced to the Playoffs for the second consecutive season.  
 
Austin Cook (-6/T2) 
Age: 27 (March 13, 1991) 
Joined TOUR: 2018 
 
Entering the week 
#89 FedExCup 
#114 OWGR 
1 The RSM Classic starts 
42 PGA TOUR starts 
1 PGA TOUR wins (2017 RSM Classic) 
5 Top-10s on PGA TOUR 
3 PGA TOUR starts in 2018-19 
 

• In his first title defense on the PGA TOUR, opened with a bogey-free 66 on the Plantation Course. En route to his 2017 
win, he also opened with a bogey-free 66 on the Plantation Course. 

• A top contender for 2017-18 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year, was one of eight rookies to qualify for the 2018 FedExCup 
Playoffs. He advanced through the first three of four Playoffs events. 

• En route to his 2017 victory, made only two bogeys, one of just six TOUR winners to make only two bogeys (or worse) 
for the tournament. 2015 RSM Classic winner Kevin Kisner is among that group. 

 
Davis Love III (-5/PL/T4) 
Age: 54 (April 13, 1964) 
Joined TOUR:  1986 
 
Entering the week 
#166 FedExCup 
8 The RSM Classic starts 
760 PGA TOUR starts 
21 PGA TOUR wins  
179 Top-10s on PGA TOUR 
2 PGA TOUR starts in 2018-19 
 

• Opened with his best first-round score since 2012 when he posted a 65 (Seaside) en route to his lone top-10 (T4). 

• Has missed the cut in his last two starts at The RSM Classic. 

• In two starts in the 2018-19 season (CIMB Classic and Shriners Hospitals for Children Open), played the weekend, 
bringing his career total cuts made to 566, T4 for most career cuts made on TOUR. 

• With 21 TOUR wins, has the most of any player in the field. 
 
 
 



Miscellaneous Notes 

• Aaron Baddeley (T4), already has one top-five in the 2018-19 season (T4/Safeway Open). 

• A winner on the Web.com Tour and Mackenzie Tour-PGA TOUR Canada, PGA TOUR rookie Chase Wright is in 
search of his maiden TOUR win. 

• The last four RSM Classic winners were first-time winners, the third longest streak of first-time winners in an 
event. 

• With a full field of 156 players, The RSM Classic features two courses, Seaside and Plantation, and is just one of 
four events (Desert Classic, Farmers Insurance Open, AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am) contested on multiple courses. 

 
Field Updates 

• Wesley Bryan withdrew after the round.  
 
Bogey-free rounds: 
Plantation: Charles Howell III (64), J.J. Spaun (66), Austin Cook (66), Ted Potter Jr. (68) 
Seaside: Brady Schnell (67), Webb Simpson (68) 
 
First-round Scoring Averages 
  Front 9  Back 9  Total  Cumulative 
Seaside   35.782  35.359  71.141  ---  
Plantation 35.641  35.410  71.051  --- 
 
Birdies Fore Love 
New in 2018, The RSM Classic launched a new on-course competition over the first eight events of the 2018-19 PGA TOUR 
Season. The top three players who accumulate the most birdies (or better), will earn $300,000, $150,000 and $50,000, 
respectively, for children or family-based charitable organizations of each player’s choice. Here’s the leaderboard through 
the first round of The RSM Classic. 
 

In the field Player # of Birdies/Eagles 

X Cameron Champ 102 

 Gary Woodland 97 

X J.J. Spaun 96 

 Emiliano Grillo 94 

X Whee Kim 94 

 Chez Reavie 93 

X Joel Dahmen 92 

 Si Woo Kim 89 

 Scott Piercy 89 

 Beau Hossler 83 

 Danny Lee 82 

X Sungjae Im 81 

X Sam Ryder 80 

 J.B. Holmes 80 

 Abraham Ancer 80 

X Brian Gay 80 

X C.T. Pan 79 

 


