<

;‘KORN FERRY"

s

TOUR

EEer

[ud

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 27, 2020
CONTACT: Sean Wildhack, SeanWildhack@pgatourhg.com, 315-243-2751

First-Round Leaderboard

Pos. Name Scores
1 Brian Richey 65 (-7)
2 Mark Hensby 66 (-6)
3 Will Cannon 67 (-5)
4 Seven tied at 68 (-4)

Play suspended due to darkness

Full Leaderboard | Tee Times

Brian Richey leads in suspended first round at
El Bosque Mexico Championship by INNOVA

LEON, GTO, Mexico — Brian Richey carded a 7-under 65 to claim the lead as play was
suspended due to darkness at the El Bosque Mexico Championship by INNOVA. Mark Hensby
sits alone in second after a 6-under 66. Will Cannon sits two strokes off the lead after an
opening-round 5-under 67.

Beginning on the back nine, Richey caught fire early in his round with birdies on his first four
holes. The 33-year-old added a birdie on his ninth hole to make the turn at 5-under.

“l just got off to an amazing start,” Richey said. “Getting off to a good start kind of relaxed me a
little bit. | hit a couple of good drives. | made one long putt on No. 12 and the others were in
that 6- to 8-foot range and | made three of those.”

Richey continued his solid play into his second nine. He converted birdies on Nos. 2, 5 and 6 to
reach 8-under on the round. Despite a bogey on the final hole, he sits atop the leaderboard at
7-under 65.

“It was nice to just settle in,” he said. “l took the mindset today to be as even-keel as possible. |
certainly didn’t hit every shot perfect, but | didn’t really get myself into too much trouble.”

After finishing the 2019 season 80 in The 25, Richey had conditional status and was unsure of
how many starts he would get to begin the 2020 season. Having made 79 starts on the Korn
Ferry Tour, he knows how far a good finish this week can go.

“I’ve been in this position before and | don’t know the right answer,” he said. “There’s been
times where I've felt | tried too hard to make something happen. Sometimes you have to take a
step back, relax and play golf. | know | will get more starts this year. It may not be a ton, but |
can’t really control that. I’'m just trying to not really think about it and play solid golf.”
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Mark Hensby sits alone in second after a first-round 6-under 66. Like Richey, Hensby got off to a
hot start with birdies on six of his first eight holes. The 48-year-old used a par on No. 18 to
make the turn at 6-under.

“I got off to a hot start, | was 6-under through eight and actually laughing at myself,” Hensby
said. “Everything just seemed like it was pretty easy.”

After a bogey on the par-5 first, he rebounded with par on his next six holes to remain at 5-
under. Hensby added a birdie on the par-5 eighth to reach six under for the round and finish
the round one stroke off the lead.

“I two-putted my first hole for birdie and then hit it close a couple of times, he said. “l wasn’t
hitting it far away, but | was just making putts that | haven’t made in a long time.”

Hensby is making his second Korn Ferry Tour start this season and the 181 start of his career.
The Australian has won three times on the Korn Ferry Tour with his most recent victory coming
at the 2003 Henrico County Open.

Alone in third is Will Cannon at 5-under 67. The 26-year-old carded six birdies against one
bogey during Thursday’s opening round. Cannon is making his tournament debut in Mexico. At
an elevation of nearly 6,000 feet, El Bosque Country Club provides players a stern test.

“It was a little different at first,” Cannon said of the adjustments. “Earlier in the week, | really
had to work on getting the ball higher in the air. Having three days to prepare out here was
really crucial.”

Play was suspended at 7:05 p.m. CST due to darkness with three groups still on the course. The
first round will resume at 8:15 a.m. CST with the second round beginning at 7:05 a.m. CST.

THURSDAY NOTES:

* Thursday’s weather: Sunny, high of 76, winds W/SW 4-8 mph with gusts up to 10 mph.

* This week’s purse is $650,000 with $117,000 going to the winner. The champion will also
receive 500 Korn Ferry Tour points.

* Brian Richey has held at least a share of the first-round lead twice in his Korn Ferry Tour
career. He failed to convert both of those leads into victories.

* Richey’s 7-under 65 was good for his lowest round of the season relative to par.

* Mark Hensby’s 6-under 66 was good for his lowest first-round since the 2017 season.

* With a win this week, Hensby would become the third-oldest winner on the Korn Ferry Tour
behind Kirk Triplett (2011 Visit Knoxville Open) and Steve Pate (2010 Country Club de Bogota
Championship).

* Paul Barjon recorded an albatross on the 561-yard par-5 first. The albatross was the first of
Barjon’s career and second of the 2020 Korn Ferry Tour season.
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* Last season on the Mackenzie Tour — PGA TOUR Canada, Barjon made 12 cuts in 12 starts and
added two victories en route to winning the Order of Merit and Player of the Year honors.

* Greyson Sigg (T4, -4) continued his stellar play on Thursday. Through the first five events, Sigg
is the only player to record five straight top-25s.

* The par-4 ninth played as the hardest hole on Thursday with a scoring average of 4.660.

* The 546-yard par-5 eighth played as the easiest hole on Thursday with a scoring average of
4.569.

El Bosque Country Club Scoring Average:
Front Back Total

R1 36.812 36.093 72.906

For highlights from today’s round, or any 2020 event visit this link.

For the latest information and updates on the Korn Ferry Tour visit www.pgatourmedia.com

Scores available at www.pgatour.com or on the Associated Press wire

Follow the Korn Ferry Tour on Twitter at https://twitter.com/kornferrytour on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/kornferrytour/ and on Instagram at
https://www.instagram.com/kornferrytour/?hl=en
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