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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 29, 2020
CONTACT: Sean Wildhack, SeanWildhack@pgatourhg.com, 315-243-2751

Third-Round Leaderboard

Pos. Name Scores
1 Mito Pereira 69-63-70 — 202 (-14)
2 Sangmoon Bae 69-62-73 — 204 (-12)
3 Paul Barjon 71-69-65 — 205 (-11)
4 Two tied at 207 (-9)

Full Leaderboard | Tee Times

Mito Pereira takes 54-hole lead at El Bosque Mexico Championship by INNOVA

LEON, GTO, Mexico — A month removed from his first Korn Ferry Tour title, Mito Pereira holds
the 54-hole lead at the El Bosque Mexico Championship by INNOVA at 14-under 202.
Sangmoon Bae sits two strokes off the lead at 12-under 204.

After beginning the third round one stroke off the lead, Pereira took advantage of the par-5
first and opened with a birdie. After Bae made bogey on No. 1, Pereira found himself atop the
leaderboard. He added a birdie on No. 6 to reach 14-under for the week but dropped a shot at
the difficult par-4 ninth.

On the par-5 10™, the 24-year-old carded his third birdie of the day to get back to 14-under for
the week. After pars on Nos. 11-14, Pereira made his second bogey of the round on No. 15 and
fell back to 13-under into a tie with Bae. The Texas Tech University product immediately
bounced back with a birdie on No. 16 to regain the lead. He closed his round with par on Nos.
17 and 18 to earn a two-stroke lead heading into Sunday’s final round.

“| played great golf again,” Pereira said. “I hit some great shots and just missed a couple of
putts. Overall, it was a good day for me and I’'m confident going into tomorrow.”

After missing earning guaranteed starts at the Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament’s Final
Stage last December, Pereira was unsure where he would be playing this season. Earlier this
year, he earned a spot in the field at the Panama Championship and finished T3. A week later,
he earned his first Korn Ferry Tour title at the Country Club de Bogotd Championship.

“That week (in Bogotd) made things a little more stress-free,” he said. “Obviously, you want to
win every week. When | won a couple of weeks ago, it allowed me to be a little more relaxed.”

Despite the uncertain start to the year, Pereira is now on the verge of earning his first PGA
TOUR card. For this first time in his career, he holds the 54-hole lead heading into the final
round.
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“Ideally, you just go play your game,” he said. “It’s a little bit different being in the last group. In
Bogotd, | was in the second-to-last group, so the crowd wasn’t with me. But, if you keep your
same mindset, it’s just another day of golf.”

Bae got off to a slow start on Saturday with a bogey at the par-5 first. Despite a birdie on No. 2,
he struggled to find his rhythm on the opening nine. He recorded back-to-back bogeys on Nos.

6 and 7 to fall to 11-under. He recovered with birdies on the par-5 eighth and par-5 10%" to get

back to 13-under for the week.

After making par on Nos. 11-17, Bae closed his round with a bogey at the par-5 18™ to finish
with a 1-over 73. Yesterday, Bae set the 18-hole tournament record with a second-round 10-
under 62.

“It was a huge difference between yesterday and today,” Bae said. “I didn’t feel that much
pressure, | just didn’t play well. | missed a lot of putts and my iron shots were a little off.”

Despite the 1-over 73, Bae remained optimistic after his round.

“I'm really looking forward to playing tomorrow,” he said. “I'll play my golf and focus on each
and every shot. | think I'll be fine tomorrow and will try and play aggressive.”

The 33-year-old has spent most of his career on the PGA TOUR and has two TOUR victories in
155 starts. In 2018, he earned his first Korn Ferry Tour title at the Albertsons Boise Open
presented by Kraft Nabisco.

Paul Barjon sits alone in third after a 7-under 65 on Saturday. The 27-year-old tallied three
birdies against one bogey on his opening nine. After making the turn, Barjon ascended the
leaderboard with birdies on Nos. 10-12. He closed with birdies on Nos. 16 and 18 to reach 11-
under for the week.

“l just started to hit the ball a little closer to the pin,” Barjon said. “| made a few putts that |
didn’t make the first two days.”

Barjon is in search of his first Korn Ferry Tour title but is no stranger to the winner’s circle. Last
season on the Mackenzie Tour — PGA TOUR Canada, he made 12 cuts in 12 starts and added
two victories en route to winning the Order of Merit and Player of the Year honors.

“I’'ve played a lot of Sundays which is definitely going to help,” he said. “But it’s new for me, I've
never been in contention on the Korn Ferry Tour. I'll embrace it and it’ll be cool to have a shot.

The wins | had last year are going to help for sure.”

Final-round tee times will run from 7:10 a.m. —1:10 p.m. CST.
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SATURDAY NOTES:

* Saturday’s weather: Mostly sunny, high of 83, winds varying 4-8 mph with gusts up to 12
mph.

* This week’s purse is $650,000 with $117,000 going to the winner. The champion will also
receive 500 Korn Ferry Tour points.

* The second round was completed Saturday morning. The cut came at even-par with 74
players advancing.

* This marks the first time that Mito Pereira has held the 54-hole lead on the Korn Ferry Tour.
* Pereira looks to become the third 54-hole leader/co-leader to go on and win this season
joining Tommy Gainey (The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic at Sandals Emerald Bay) and Jared
Wolfe (The Bahamas Great Abaco Classic at Baha Mar).

* It is estimated that players with 861 points at the conclusion of the WinCo Foods Portland
Open presented by KraftHeinz will secure a PGA TOUR card. With a two-way tie for second or
better tomorrow, Pereira would surpass the 861-point threshold.

* Sangmoon Bae is looking for his second Korn Ferry Tour title in just his eighth start. In 2018,
Bae won the Albertsons Boise Open presented by Kraft Nabisco.

* Paul Barjon (3™, -11) had the low round of the day on Saturday with a 7-under 65.

* Barjon’s previous best Korn Ferry Tour finish was a T8 at the 2017 Ellie Mae Classic at TPC
Stonebrae.

* The par-4 ninth played as the hardest hole on Saturday with a scoring average of 4.297.

* The 561-yard par-5 first played as the easiest hole on Saturday with a scoring average of
4.662.

El Bosque Country Club Scoring Average:

Front Back Total Cumulative
R1 36.833 36.083 72.917
R2 36.427 35.462 71.888 72.403
R3 35.838 35.419 71.257 72.021

For highlights from today’s round, or any 2020 event visit this link.

For the latest information and updates on the Korn Ferry Tour visit www.pgatourmedia.com

Scores available at www.pgatour.com or on the Associated Press wire

Follow the Korn Ferry Tour on Twitter at https://twitter.com/kornferrytour on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/kornferrytour/ and on Instagram at
https://www.instagram.com/kornferrytour/?hl=en
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