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Second-Round Leaderboard

Pos. Name Scores
1 Stephen Franken 64-64—128 (-14)
2 Shad Tuten 63-66—129 (-13)
T3 Eight tied at 130 (-12)

Full Leaderboard | Tee Times

Stephen Franken takes 36-hole lead at
Orange County National Championship presented by Knight 39

WINTER GARDEN, Fla. — A day after posting his lowest round to date on Tour (64), rookie
Stephen Franken matched his feat with a second-round 7-under 64 to reach 14-under for the
tournament. Franken leads Shad Tuten by one stroke as the second round was suspended due
to darkness with two groups on the course at the Orange County National Championship
presented by Knight 39.

“This course is pretty wide open and | hit it pretty far so I’'m just trying to hit bombs honestly,”
said Franken, a top-15 player on Tour in driving distance. “Just doing that any opportunity | get.
It’s fun.”

The Raleigh, North Carolina, native eagled the second hole to jumpstart his round, tacking on
birdies at the fourth, sixth and seventh holes to turn at 5-under 30. He collected two more
birdies on the back nine to reach 7-under for the day.

Franken rewrote the record book at North Carolina State University before turning pro in 2019.
He competed on the Mackenzie Tour — PGA TOUR Canada that summer and earned status on
the Korn Ferry Tour through a strong performance at the Qualifying Tournament last
December, also held at Orange County National. Franken finished T7 to earn guaranteed starts
in 2020, including rounds of 67-68 on the Panther Lake course (host of this week’s tournament).

“It was huge; | didn’t realize how big of a deal it was for me just to finish top-10 versus top-40,”
reflected Franken of his performance in December. “To secure those extra starts and to have
that extra security out here. It definitely helped a lot.”

Entering the week, the 23-year-old sat 122" in the Korn Ferry Tour points standings and had
yet to record a top-10 finish. Recently, he has missed six of his last seven cuts to drop from 86"
to 122"


mailto:PrestonSmith@pgatourhq.com
https://www.pgatour.com/korn-ferry-tour/leaderboard.html
https://www.pgatour.com/korn-ferry-tour/tournaments/orange-county-national-championship-presented-by-knight-39/tee-times.html

<

? KORN FERRY"
TOUR

s

EEer

[ud

“I talked to my coach and had less pressure honestly,” said Franken. “I didn’t touch a club for
three days after | missed the cut last week. | played 18 on Tuesday and was here for an hour
and a half or two hours on Wednesday. | actually switched golf balls to give myself more spin
and it was really, really helpful.”

Entering his final hole, the par-5 18™, Franken was the last remaining player in the field without
a bogey. He pulled his drive into the native area and tried to hit out but was only able to
advance the ball 25 yards. After chipping out into the fairway, he was able to get up and down
from 95 yards to save par.

“It was a great putt there [on 18],” said Franken. “I haven’t been putting great over the last two
weeks so to see that one drop was awesome. It was not an easy putt and it just rolled in. It was
awesome and gave me confidence for the weekend.”

Franken leads Augusta, Georgia, native Shad Tuten by one stroke at the halfway point. Tuten
followed up a first-round 63 with a 5-under 66. Eight players sit two strokes back of the lead at
12-under.

The second round will resume at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday morning and third-round tee times will
go off later that morning.

FRIDAY NOTES:

* Friday’s weather: Partly cloudy with a high of 91 degrees and wind SE at 7-14 mph. Preferred
lies were used in Friday’s round on the Panther Lake course at Orange County National. Five
players remained on the golf course as play was suspended due to darkness. The cut will be
made after the round concludes on Saturday morning. The projected cut line is 6-under 136.

* The Orange County National Championship presented by Knight 39 is the 23" and final event
of 2020, though the season will continue through the fall of 2021. Wake Forest University alum
Will Zalatoris leads the points standings entering the week and has led for the past eight weeks.
Franken would project to move inside the top-35 with a win while also looking to become the
sixth 36-hole leader/co-leader to go on to victory this season.

* Franken holds the all-time record of lowest scoring average at NC State (71.06) and was
named ACC Player of the Year in 2018. He also won twice while in college

* Franken is seeking his first top-10 in his 22" career start. His current top finish is a T11 mark
at the 2020 Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna.

* Jake Knapp (-7, T35) carded the low round of the tournament thus far with a 9-under 62 to
get inside the cutline. He carded a 2-over 73 on Thursday and sat T139 after the first round. The
62 was one stroke shy of the course record at Panther Lake and sets a new career-best round
(passing a 63 at the Wichita Open Supporting Wichita's Youth).

* This week’s purse is $600,000 with $108,000 going to the champion. The champion will also
receive 500 Korn Ferry Tour points.
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* The combined 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour schedule will conclude with 25 PGA TOUR cards
awarded at the 2021 WinCo Foods Portland Open presented by KraftHeinz, with an additional
25 cards awarded at the conclusion of the 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Finals.

* The par-4 third hole (505 yards) played as the hardest hole on Friday with a scoring average of

4.208.
* The par-5 second hole (515 yards) played as the easiest hole on Friday with a scoring average
of 4.045.
Front Back Total Cumulative
R1 34.060 34.713 68.773
R2 34.221 34.541 68.762 68.751

For the latest information and updates on the Korn Ferry Tour visit www.pgatourmedia.com

Scores available at www.pgatour.com or on the Associated Press wire

Follow the Korn Ferry Tour on Twitter at https://twitter.com/kornferrytour on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/kornferrytour/ and on Instagram at
https://www.instagram.com/kornferrytour/?hl=en
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