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The Ally Challenge 
Warwick Hills Golf & Country Club | Grand Blanc, Michigan | July 31 – August 2, 2020 

 

First-Round Notes 
Friday, July 31, 2020 

 
Course Setup: Par 72 / 7,141 yards (R1 average: 71.062) 
Weather: Partly cloudy with a high of 78. Wind from the N at 5-10 mph. 
Media Contacts: Chris Richards (678-644-4258), Stewart Moore (904-540-2765) 
 

 Player To Par Scores 
T1. Billy Andrade -6 34-32 – 66 
T1. Tommy Armour III -6 32-34 – 66 
T3. Bernhard Langer -5 34-33 – 67 
T3. Wes Short, Jr. -5 36-31 – 67 
T3. Tom Gillis -5 34-33 – 67 

 
Quick Links: 

 Leaderboard 
 Second-round tee times (Golf Channel coverage: 2-4 p.m. ET) 
 PGATOURmedia.com (transcripts and other resources available for download) 

 
Billy Andrade, 34-32 – 66 (-6) 

 This is just the second time Andrade is a leader/co-leader after 18 holes. At the 2015 Principal Charity Classic, he 
shot a 6-under 66 and was a first-round co-leader; he went on to finish T10. 

 In 14 starts at the Buick Open, Andrade’s best finish was T2 in 1989 and his best round was 65 (twice). At the 
2018 Ally Challenge, Andrade finished T8 after rounds of 68-70-68. 

 Before the season was suspended, Andrade’s best finish was T24 at the Morocco Champions. In 2019, he posted 
three runner-ups and finished 13th in the Charles Schwab Cup. 

 All three of Andrade’s wins came in 2015, including a victory at the season-ending Charles Schwab Cup 
Championship. He has 31 top-10s in 102 starts since his last win on PGA TOUR Champions. 

 
Tommy Armour III, 32-34 – 66 (-6) 

 Armour’s 6-under 66 was his best first-round score since he opened with a 66 at the 2018 Sanford International. 
 This marks the fourth time Armour is a first-round leader/co-leader, and the first time since the 2015 Mitsubishi 

Electric Classic. He is 0-for-3 in converting 18-hole leads/co-leads into victories. 
 Armour is winless in 214 starts on PGA TOUR Champions. He has five runner-up finishes (last: 2017 Insperity 

Invitational) and his last top-10 was a T3 finish at the 2017 Pacific Links Bear Mountain Championship. 
 The record for most starts before a player’s first victory is 177, shared by Bruce Devlin (1995 FHP Health Care 

Classic) and Mike McCullough (2001 Mexico Senior Classic). 
 Armour gained entry as the first alternate when Brandt Jobe withdrew on Tuesday. 
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Bernhard Langer, 34-33 – 67 (-5) 

 Langer’s first-round 67 was his 26th straight round of par or better. He has recorded at least 30 consecutive 
rounds of par or better three times in his career, and his longest streak was 37 (2017-2018). 

 Langer is one of three players that has top-10s in each of the first two years of The Ally Challenge. He finished T8 
in 2018 and T7 in 2019, and he has a 68.43 scoring average in seven rounds. 

 The 62-year-old became the Tour’s fifth-oldest winner when he claimed career victory No. 41 at the Cologuard 
Classic in March. With the win, he extended his streak to 14 straight years with a win and moved to within four 
of Hale Irwin’s record (45). 

 The Ally Challenge is one of just 10 PGA TOUR Champions tournaments Langer has not won. 
 The five-time Charles Schwab Cup champion is currently No. 1 in the standings. 

 
Tom Gillis, 34-33 – 67 (-5) 

 Gillis is the only Michigan native in the field (Lake Orion) and is T3 after a first-round 67. Last year, he shared the 
first-round lead after a 6-under 66 and went on to finish T7 after weekend rounds of 69-71. 

 He is looking to become the first sponsor exemption to win since John Daly won the 2017 Insperity Invitational. 
 In 29 starts on PGA TOUR Champions, Gillis has nine top-10s. He tied for third in his first two starts on Tour in 

2018, and those are his two best finishes. 
 
Other Notes 

 Making his tournament debut, Ernie Els made a hole-in-one on the 192-yard 8th hole with a 6-iron. It was the 
first ace in tournament history and it was Els’ first on PGA TOUR Champions. He made four holes-in-one on the 
PGA TOUR, the last coming at the 2016 Travelers Championship. 

 Els won the Hoag Classic, the last tournament before the season was suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He opened with a 3-under 69 and is T15. 

 Jim Furyk (T6/-4), Mike Weir (T24/-2) and K.J. Choi (T54/E) are making their PGA TOUR Champions debuts. In 
Tour history, 18 players have won in their debut, and Miguel Angel Jiménez is the last player to do so (2014 
Mitsubishi Electric Classic). 

 Reigning Charles Schwab Cup champion Scott McCarron is T24 after a first-round 70. 
 David Toms (T6/-4), Tom Lehman (T24/-2) and Langer (T3/-5) are the only players that finished in the top-10 

each of the first two years of The Ally Challenge. 
 Defending champion Jerry Kelly hit all 14 fairways Friday and is T15 after a 3-under 69. 
 The field includes 11 players that won the Buick Open when it was played at Warwick Hills. 

o Jim Furyk (2003) – T6/-4 
o Woody Austin (1995) – T6/-4 
o Larry Mize (1993) – T24/-2 
o Billy Mayfair (1998) – T24/-2 
o Scott Verplank (1988) – T24/-2 
o Vijay Singh (1997, 2004, 2005) – T45/-1 
o Kenny Perry (2001, 2008) – T54/E 
o Rocco Mediate (2000) – T54/E 
o Tom Pernice Jr. (1999) – T54/E 
o Brad Faxon (1991) – 78th/+6 
o Peter Jacobsen (1980) – 79th/+7 


