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Third-Round Notes — Saturday, March 20, 2021

Course Setup: Par 71 / 7,067 yards
Media Contact: Preston Smith — PrestonSmith@pgatourhg.com, (706-844-2100)

Third-Round Leaderboard

Pos. Name Scores
1 Roberto Diaz 69-65-64—198 (-15)
2 Peter Uihlein 67-67-66—200 (-13)
3 Braden Thornberry 73-63-67—203 (-10)
Quick Links:

e |leaderboard
o TeeTimes
e Tournament Media Site (interviews and other resources available for download)

Roberto Diaz claims 54-hole lead at Chitimacha Louisiana Open presented by MISTRAS

BROUSSARD, La. — Roberto Diaz carded a bogey-free 7-under 64 on Saturday to reach 15-under through
three rounds at the Chitimacha Louisiana Open presented by MISTRAS. Diaz leads Peter Uihlein by two
strokes entering the final round at Le Triomphe Golf & Country Club.

Diaz turned in 3-under 33 after birdieing the three par-5s on the front nine. He collected two more at
Nos. 11 and 12 before almost acing the par-3 16th. After tapping in, he added one more birdie from 11
feet at the par-4 17th to cap the round, his lowest since a 64 last July at the TPC San Antonio Challenge
at the Canyons.

“It was a very good round, but as | told you guys yesterday, there’s a lot of golf left,” said Diaz. “I've
been in this position once in my life that | really messed it up and | really don’t want to think about it.”

Diaz credited his turnaround this week to a new outlook on golf. Part of that is owed to having his first
child in December, something that Diaz says has changed his perspective while out on the course.
Another catalyst to his relaxed viewpoint was caddying for his good friend Abraham Ancer on the PGA
TOUR a couple of weeks ago at the World Golf Championships-Workday Championship at The
Concession.

“I think caddying for Abe really helped me out,” reflected Diaz. | think that week was more helpful than |
thought. | see a lot of joy when he plays and that got me to realize that he’s just playing golf. When I’'m
at home that’s how | play. | play a lot with my friends and | smile, | make jokes and | give them crap. |
think that’s what | do best and that’s how | play my best golf and I've never done it on the golf course.”

Despite graduating from the Korn Ferry Tour once before in 2017, the 34-year-old has yet to break
through with a win in 112 career starts. He has finished runner-up three times, most recently at the
2020 Panama Championship. Diaz competed on the PGA TOUR for two seasons after graduating in 2017
before returning to the Korn Ferry Tour in 2020.
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“I've always played with a lot of pressure and | always play with a lot of, like, | wanted it so much,” said
Diaz, a San Antonio resident who went back to his original hometown of Veracruz, Mexico last week for
the first time in a year and a half. “Right now I’'m happy where I’'m at. | have a great group of guys
around me, | have a kid now, my wife is awesome. If | win tomorrow it’s going to be great, but if | don’t
win that baby’s going to wake up on Monday and he’s going to smile the same way he smiled today...|
think I’'m kind of understanding that this is just a game.”

Diaz will carry a two-stroke lead over Uihlein — and a five-stroke lead over the rest of the field — entering
the final round. Diaz has held a share of the 54-hole lead once before at the 2018 Albertsons Boise Open
but finished fifth.

Final-round tee times will run from 7:40 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. on Sunday off of the first tee.

Saturday Notes

e Saturday’s weather: Cloudy with a high of 60 degrees and wind N/NE at 6-10 mph

e After scoring averages of 72.559 (R1) and 71.838 (R2), the third-round scoring average dropped
to 68.851 as windy conditions over the first two days subsided

e The Chitimacha Louisiana Open presented by MISTRAS is the second event of 2021 and the 25th
of the 2020-21 combined season; Diaz projects to move inside the top-10 in the Korn Ferry Tour
standings with a win; Diaz is also seeking to become the 14th 54-hole leader/co-leader to go on
to victory this season

e The champion has come out of the final group in the past five Korn Ferry Tour events and 18 of
24 overall this season

e Diaz has made 193 total starts on PGA TOUR-sanctioned Tours (57 on PGA TOUR, 112 on Korn
Ferry Tour, 24 on PGA TOUR Latinoamérica) without a victory; the 34-year-old has finished
runner-up four times (three/Korn Ferry Tour, one/PGA TOUR Latinoamérica)

e Braden Thornberry (-10, 3rd), a former Fred Haskins Award winner as the top male collegiate
player in 2017, is seeking his fourth career top-10; his top finish to date is T5 (2019 Memorial
Health Championship presented by LRS)

e Stephan Jaeger (-9, T4) will begin the final round six back of the lead while seeking his sixth
career Korn Ferry Tour title; Jaeger is one of 13 players to win at least five tournaments on the
Korn Ferry Tour

e Lee Hodges (-7, T12) carded a 9-under 62 for the low round of the week and the lowest round of
his career; Hodges’ previous low was a 64 which he had posted three times

e This week’s purse is $600,000 with $108,000 going to the champion; the champion will also
receive 500 Korn Ferry Tour points

e The combined 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour schedule will conclude with 25 PGA TOUR cards
awarded in August at the 2021 Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna, with an
additional 25 cards awarded at the conclusion of the 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Finals

Third-Round Course Statistics
e Toughest Hole — Par-4 14th (4.203)
e Easiest Hole — Par-5 fifth (4.284)
e Scoring Average (Front 9) — 34.162
e Scoring Average (Back 9) — 34.689
e Scoring Average (Total) — 68.851



<‘? IKORN FERRY?"
TOUR

e Scoring Average (Cumulative) — 71.083



