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Third-Round Notes — Saturday, August 14, 2021

Course Setup: The Club at Indian Creek — Par 71 / 7,581 yards
Media Contact: Preston Smith — PrestonSmith@pgatourhg.com (706-844-2100)

Leaderboard
Pos. Name Scores
1 Stephan Jaeger 67-69-65—201 (-12)
2 Wade Binfield 69-66-67—202 (-11)
T3 Chad Ramey 70-68-65—203 (-10)
Curtis Thompson 68-67-68—203 (-10)
David Skinns 67-67-69—203 (-10)
Blayne Barber 68-67-68—203 (-10)
Quick Links

e |eaderboard
o TeeTimes
e Tournament Media Site (interviews and other resources available for download)

Stephan Jaeger takes outright lead with 90-foot birdie putt
at Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna

OMAHA, Neb. - It had to be Stephan Jaeger. On the penultimate day of the Korn Ferry Tour’s 43-event
regular season, it was fitting the 2020-21 points standings leader delivered yet another bomb of a birdie
putt and took the outright 54-hole lead Saturday evening at the Pinnacle Bank Championship presented
by Aetna.

Jaeger, a native of Munich, Germany, made a 90-footer for birdie at The Club at Indian Creek’s par-4
18th, emphatically capping a 6-under 65 and moving to 12-under par for the tournament. The birdie put
Jaeger one stroke ahead of Wade Binfield, who will join him in the final pairing Sunday.

“Icing on the cake,” Jaeger said. “I caught a flier out of the rough and it went almost (to) the back edge
of the green for a front flag. | was just trying to get good speed on (the putt). There wasn’t a lot of
movement in it. | just wanted to lag it down there and get it close. It had been a good round either way.
Finishing it off was fun.”

Jaeger made the turn with a bogey-free 2-under 34 on the front side, with birdies at the par-4 second
and par-5 seventh. A birdie at the par-4 10th was negated by a bogey at the par-4 14th, but Jaeger’s
putter caught fire down the closing stretch. The University of Tennessee-Chattanooga alum eagled the
par-5 15th, poured in a lengthy birdie putt at the 17th, and closed the day with the bomb on No. 18.

“I hit some good putts early on, and missed a couple in the makeable range,” Jaeger said. “My speed has
been really good. When your speed is good around those 20-, 35-footers, these greens are so pure
you’ve got some chances. After the bogey, | knew there were a couple birdie opportunities coming in.”


mailto:PrestonSmith@pgatourhq.com
https://www.pgatour.com/korn-ferry-tour/leaderboard.html
https://www.pgatour.com/korn-ferry-tour/tournaments/the-pinnacle-bank-championship-presented-by-aetna/tee-times.html
https://pgatourmedia.pgatourhq.com/tours/2021/kornferrytour/pinnaclebankchampionshippresentedbyaetna
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This marks the fourth time this season Jaeger holds at least a share of the 54-hole lead, and Sunday’s
final round will be the fifth time he plays in the final group this season. It will also give Jaeger yet
another run at a Three-Victory Promotion, which would grant him fully-exempt status for the 2022 PGA
TOUR season, no matter the results of the upcoming Korn Ferry Tour Finals.

“It’s not as much about the third win,” Jaeger said. “If it happens tomorrow, it’s great. If it doesn’t
happen tomorrow, | know I’'m playing good. We are going to golf courses | like, and I've played well in
the past. There is not a lot of worry there. I'm really excited.

“There is a lot of pressure on some guys tomorrow. There’s a lot of pressure on me. The most pressure...
| put on myself. I've said before, | like being uncomfortable, and it’s going to happen tomorrow. I'm
excited for it. | think it’s going to be good TV. I’'m just here to play well and see what happens.”

In addition to the status which comes with a Three-Victory Promotion, a win for Jaeger Sunday evening
would be the seventh of his Korn Ferry Tour career, a total which would tie Jason Gore’s all-time record.

“This year has been a little different than the years past. I've given myself a lot more opportunities this
year. And I've lost some tournaments, thinking back (to) Knoxville and Raleigh. | felt like | left the win
out there,” Jaeger said. “I'd say I’'m pretty relaxed tomorrow, just because | don’t have to keep my card
or try to get in the top 25. There’s a lot of pressure. I've been there, and | had to perform under that. It’s
nice to freewheel it tomorrow on a tough golf course. It’ll be fun.”

On the bubble for The 25, Curtis Thompson shined brightest, firing a 3-under 68 and moving into T3
position. Thompson, who quit professional golf following the 2018 Korn Ferry Tour season, is seeking his
first PGA TOUR card and currently projects to move from 23rd to 20th in the points standings.

Austin Smotherman, currently 26th in the points standings, also carded a 3-under 68 and rose to T7 on
the leaderboard. A native of Loomis, California chasing his first PGA TOUR card, Smotherman currently
projects to move from 26th to 23rd in the points standings.

“Feeling excited,” Smotherman said. “Nervous, but all the good nerves you want to have. I'll be patient
tomorrow and let that unfold. I'm super excited.”

Final-round pairings will run from 9:07 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. local time off the first tee.

Third-Round Notes
e The combined 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour regular season schedule (43 events) concludes Sunday at
the Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna, with 25 PGA TOUR cards awarded to the
top 25 players in the points standings following the tournament’s conclusion
o An additional 25 TOUR cards are awarded at the conclusion of the three-event 2021
Korn Ferry Tour Finals, which begin next week with the Albertsons Boise Open
presented by Chevron
e Jaeger previously carried at least a share of the 54-hole lead into the final rounds of the 2020
Albertsons Boise Open presented by Chevron, 2021 Visit Knoxville Open, and 2021 REX Hospital
Open this season; he was in the final group in all three of those tournaments, and also played in
the final group of the 2020 Orange County National Championship presented by Knight 39
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2020 Albertsons Boise Open presented by Chevron — Won

2020 Orange County National Championship presented by Knight 39 — finished T2

2021 Visit Knoxville Open — finished solo second

o 2021 REX Hospital Open — finished solo second (lost playoff to Mito Pereira)

e  Curtis Thompson (T3 / -10) is seeking his first PGA TOUR card and bidding to become the first
player to win the Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament’s Final Stage and secure a TOUR card
the following season

e No. 22 Brett Drewitt (T63 / +1) tumbled down the leaderboard Saturday after a 3-over 74; he
currently projects to fall to 24th in the points standings

e Wade Binfield (2nd / -11) only has one top-25 this season — which was a T25 at the 2021 Live
and Work in Maine Open in late June

e Binfield’s previous career-high 54-hole position in a Korn Ferry Tour event was T5 at the 2019
Club Car Championship at The Landings Club

e Chad Ramey (T3 /-10), who sits third in the points standings, rose 28 spots on the leaderboard
with a 6-under 65

e David Skinns (T3 / -10) won this tournament in 2018 and has three top-eight finishes in his last
four starts; he sits 46th in the points standings and needs to win to have a chance to finish inside
the top 25 and secure a PGA TOUR card

e Blayne Barber (T3 /-10) has two top-10s this season, both of which have come in his last four
starts, including a T8 last week at the Utah Championship presented by Zions Bank

e Nebraskans Brady Schnell (T7 / -9), Brandon Crick (T36 / -5), and Scott Gutschewski (T42 /-4) all
remain inside the top 50 on the leaderboard

o Crick led the contingent Saturday with a 5-under par 66, climbing 24 spots on the
leaderboard in the process

e  Patrick Fishburn (T7 / -9) tied the low round of the tournament with a 7-under 64 (the other 64
was posted Friday by Austin Smotherman)

e Hayden Buckley (T36 / -5) had the only bogey-free round Saturday, a 3-under 68; there were
five bogey-free rounds were carded Friday, and two recorded Thursday

e This week’s purse is $750,000 with $135,000 going to the champion; the champion will also
receive 600 Korn Ferry Tour points

e Third-Round Weather: Mostly sunny with a high of 84 degrees and wind SE at 5-14 mph
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Third-Round Course Statistics
e Toughest Hole — No. 14, Par 4, 464 yards (4.354 — five birdies, 18 bogeys, five double bogeys)
e Easiest Hole — No. 15, Par 5, 573 yards (4.323 — seven eagles, 33 birdies, three bogeys)
e Scoring Average (Front 9 — Par 36) — 35.015
e Scoring Average (Back 9 — Par 35) — 34.846
e Scoring Average (Total) — 69.862

Cumulative Course Statistics
e Toughest Hole — No. 11, Par 4, 533 yards (4.311 — 29 birdies, 104 bogeys, 20 double bogeys or worse)
Easiest Hole — No. 4, Par 5, 576 yards (4.383 — 39 eagles, 177 birdies, 22 bogeys or worse)
Scoring Average (Front 9 — Par 36) — 35.672
e Scoring Average (Back 9 — Par 35) — 34.869
e Scoring Average (Total) — 70.631



