
 
  

 
Final-Round Notes – Sunday, May 9, 2021 

 
Course Setup: Par 72 / 7,368 yards  

Media Contact: Zach Dirlam – ZachDirlam@pgatourhq.com, (517-262-5109) 
 
Leaderboard 

Pos. Name Scores 

1 Austin Smotherman 65-69-69-69—272 (-16) 

T2 Carl Yuan 70-67-67-71—275 (-13) 

 Paul Haley II 68-68-69-70—275 (-13) 

4 David Skinns 68-69-67-72—276 (-12) 

 
Quick Links 

• Leaderboard 

• Tournament Media Site (interviews and other resources available for download) 
 

 
Late chip-in lifts Austin Smotherman to victory at Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation 

 
COLLEGE GROVE, Tenn. – Two delays, rainy weather and windy conditions did not faze Austin 
Smotherman Sunday afternoon, with his trusty yardage book yet again providing the perfect words to 
calm his nerves. Sunday’s inscription was all about repetition, and Smotherman carded a third 
consecutive 3-under 69 to close out a three-stroke victory at the Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker 
Foundation. 
 
Smotherman wrote himself notes in his yardage book all week. Sunday’s read: We are what we 
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit. Happy Mother’s Day. 
 
“I was just trying to focus on keeping it in the routine no matter what was going on,” Smotherman said. 
“The emotion was definitely high on that back nine trying to not get too far ahead of myself. I knew I 
was playing well and up and around the lead all day. The delays did not make it any easier. Luckily, I 
have my wife here. We grabbed some food; we were able to talk and hang out. 
 
“It’s emotional. It’s awesome. It’s everything we’ve worked for, and to have it happen on Mother’s Day 
is pretty special, too.” 
 
No matter what happened to Smotherman in the final round, it was on to the next shot. 
 
There was no better example Sunday than the par-4 10th. The Loomis, California native hooked his ball 
into the heather; he played it out short of the green, got up and down for par, and walked away holding 
a three-stroke lead. 
 
Smotherman’s repetition Sunday was not all positive, though. His dialed-in approaches set up quality 
scoring looks time and time again, but those birdie putts missed by mere inches and kept him in neutral. 
Just as they had on several occasions throughout the week. After stuffing a tee shot to 10 feet at the 
par-3 15th, Smotherman thought he missed another one, and he walked toward the cup for what he 
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figured would be a frustrating tap-in par once his ball stopped rolling. This time, however, the birdie putt 
fell right in the heart. 
 
As rallies by Carl Yuan and Paul Haley II fizzled down the closing stretch, Smotherman left the door open 
with a three-putt bogey at the par-4 16th. Then his approach at the par-4 17th landed in a collection 
area left of the green. 
 
Smotherman chipped it in for birdie, regained his three-stroke lead, and headed to the par-5 18th tee 
full of adrenaline. 
 
“I even told my caddie… why not put it in?” Smotherman said. “Lie was kind of sketchy. One hop and 
just dunked it. Fed off that and walked up to No. 18 with a little bit of swagger, pumped one down the 
middle, and knew I was going to be laying up the whole time. I’ve hit better wedge shots in my life, but 
when you only have to get down in three, I’m happy with that.” 
 
Smotherman’s first victory of his three-year Korn Ferry Tour career projects to move him from 55th to 
20th in the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour points standings, putting him firmly in the mix to earn his first PGA 
TOUR card come season’s end. 
 
While Smotherman had not won on the Korn Ferry Tour prior to Sunday, with his best finish in 50 starts 
being a T3 at the 2019 Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail Championship, he drew on the winning experience 
he collected on PGA Tour Latinoamérica. Smotherman earned Korn Ferry Tour status for the first time in 
2019 after finishing fourth in the 2018 PGA Tour Latinoamérica’s Order of Merit, largely off the strength 
of his win at the 59 Abierto Mexicano de Golf. 
 
“Just having the foundation of knowing that I can dive into something that’s so repetitive that when 
scenarios change… you don’t have to change anything. You just keep doing what you’re doing,” 
Smotherman said. “I’ve experienced that in the past where I do change. I speed up, I slow down, 
overthink it, overwork it, which is terrible for golfers. And it was just so simple. My caddie kept me in a 
great frame of mind all week. Shout-out to him.” 
 
Smotherman’s incredible accuracy carried him to victory this week. It’s been that way ever since college. 
Smotherman always hit first in practice rounds at Southern Methodist University, where he was 
teammates with fellow Korn Ferry Tour winners Harry Higgs and Bryson DeChambeau. The team always 
had Smotherman show them how to find the fairway, and the best spot to attack the green from. 
 
This week, Smotherman led the field in greens in regulation (59 of 72) and was tied for second in fairway 
accuracy percentage (49 of 56). 
 
Fairways and greens, over and over again. Repetition, repetition, repetition. 
 
“The whole week was special,” Smotherman said. “It was so nice to see all the spectators, having some 
fans even with the weather bearing it out there with me. Walking the cart paths was so special. The 
smiles I got from everybody, whoever you looked at all week, was awesome and that put me in a great 
mood.” 
 
 



 
  

 
Sunday Notes 

• Play was suspended at 11:34 a.m. local time, shortly after the final group hit their tee shots at 
No. 6, and play resumed at 12:51 p.m. local time. Play was suspended a second time at 1:49 
p.m. local time, with the final group on No. 8 green; play resumed at 2:42 p.m. 

• University of Tennessee alum David Skinns (4th / -12) shot an even-par 72 to secure his highest 
finish since winning the 2018 Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna 

• Stephan Jaeger (T5 / -11), a Chattanooga resident and University of Tennessee-Chattanooga 
alum, eagled the par-5 18th to post his third top-five finish in his last six starts 

• Andrew Novak (T7 / -19) has top-10 finishes in the last five Korn Ferry Tour events, tying Will 
Zalatoris for the season’s longest streak 

o Zalatoris’ top-10 streak was five consecutive starts, but across six Korn Ferry Tour 
events, starting with the Korn Ferry Challenge at TPC Sawgrass (June 11-14) and running 
through the TPC San Antonio Championship at the Oaks (July 15-18); he did not play the 
TPC San Antonio Challenge at the Canyons (July 9-12) 

• Austin Peay State University alum Erik Barnes (T19 / -6) fell out of the top 10 with a 3-over 75 

• Middle Tennessee State University alum and Murfreesboro resident Kent Bulle (T25 / -5) closed 
with a 1-over 73 and posted his highest finish of the 2020-21 season 

• 17-year-old Dickson County (Tenn.) High School junior Cameron Tankerlsey, the only Monday 
qualifier (of eight) to make the cut, finished T73 at 4-over par for the tournament; he shot an 8-
over 80 in the final round 

• J.T. Griffin, Nelson Ledesma, and Max Greyserman all shared the low round of the day with 5-
under 67s 

• No bogey-free rounds were recorded 

• Weather: Mostly cloudy, scattered thunderstorms, windy, high of 75 degrees, wind S/SW at 18-
25 mph (gusts up to 35 mph) 

• This week’s purse is $600,000 with $108,000 going to the champion, Austin Smotherman; he 
also receives 500 Korn Ferry Tour points 

• The Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation was the eighth event of 2021 and the 
31st of the 2020-21 combined season 

• The combined 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour schedule will conclude with 25 PGA TOUR cards 
awarded in August at the 2021 Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna, with an 
additional 25 cards awarded at the conclusion of the 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Finals 

 
Final-Round Course Statistics 

• Toughest Hole – No. 6, Par 4, 453 yards (4.364 – 4 birdies, 24 bogeys, 3 double bogeys or worse) 

• Easiest Hole – No. 4, Par 4, 344 yards (3.558 – 1 eagle, 35 birdies, 3 bogeys) 

• Scoring Average (Front 9) – 36.338 

• Scoring Average (Back 9) – 36.078 

• Scoring Average (Total) – 72.416 
 
Cumulative Course Statistics 

• Toughest Hole – No. 3, Par 3, 210 yards (3.295 – 43 birdies, 83 bogeys, 36 double bogeys or worse) 

• Easiest Hole – No. 2, Par 5, 539 yards (4.602 – 13 eagles, 212 birdies, 48 bogeys or worse) 

• Scoring Average (Front 9) – 36.582 

• Scoring Average (Back 9) – 35.561 

• Scoring Average (Total) – 72.143 


