
 
  

 
Final-Round Notes – Sunday, August 8, 2021 

 
Course Setup: Par 71 / 7,045 yards  

Media Contact: Zach Dirlam – ZachDirlam@pgatourhq.com, (517-262-5109) 
 
Leaderboard 

Pos. Name Scores 

1 Joshua Creel 63-68-65-64—260 (-24) 

T2 Hayden Buckley 68-69-64-61—262 (-22) 

 Taylor Montgomery 67-66-62-67—262 (-22) 

 Peter Uihlein 65-65-65-67—262 (-22) 

T5 Three Tied 264 (-20) 

 
Quick Links 

• Leaderboard 

• Tournament Media Site (interviews and other resources available for download) 
 

 
Joshua Creel avenges playoff defeat, wins Utah Championship presented by Zions Bank by two strokes 

with 30-foot birdie putt 
 

FARMINGTON, Utah – Joshua Creel stared down a 30-footer for birdie on the 72nd hole of the Utah 
Championship presented by Zions Bank Sunday evening. Two years ago, Creel had an 8-footer for birdie 
to win a sudden-death playoff on the same hole, the par-4 18th at Oakridge Country Club. Creel lipped 
out the putt, lost the playoff two holes later, and the difference in points between first and second place 
eventually cost him a PGA TOUR card. Earlier this week, Creel said he thought about the putt every day. 
 
There would be no playoff this time around. Instead, a wrong would be righted. And a new memory 
would finally wash away Creel’s heartbreak from the 2019 Utah Championship. 
 
Creel drained the 30-footer, pumped both his fists in the air, and yelled toward his caddie as he took a 
two-stroke lead on the field. The bomb of a birdie putt clinched Creel’s first career Korn Ferry Tour 
victory. It also moved Creel within striking distance of a PGA TOUR card ahead of the final event of the 
2020-21 regular season, which is next week in Omaha, Nebraska. 
 
“I’m pumped,” Creel said. “It was pretty disappointing to lose in a playoff (in 2019). That feeling walking 
from the green back up to the tee after losing is a feeling you don’t want ever. I was determined to not 
feel that way again.” 
 
Creel’s birdie capped a bogey-free 7-under 64. The Cheyenne, Wyoming native made birdies at Nos. 5, 7, 
9, 11, 13, 15, and 18, with those at the par-5 seventh and 15th being of the two-putt variety. Creel 
finished the week at 24-under par, two strokes clear of 54-hole co-leaders Taylor Montgomery and 
Peter Uihlein, as well as Hayden Buckley, who tied the course record with a final-round 10-under 61. 
 
Brenda Creel, Joshua’s mother, flew in Friday night. The two had breakfast at Cracker Barrel Saturday 
and Sunday. Once the scores were finalized, they posed for photo after photo together, with Brenda 
making video calls to family and friends back home. 

mailto:ZachDirlam@pgatourhq.com
https://www.pgatour.com/korn-ferry-tour/leaderboard.html
https://pgatourmedia.pgatourhq.com/tours/2021/kornferrytour/utahchampionshippresentedbyzionsbank


 
  

 
 
 
“I’m glad she was out here to watch me get my first Korn Ferry Tour win,” Creel said. 
 
The victory was a long time coming for Creel and his family. Creel turned professional in 2012 following 
a four-year collegiate career split between University of Colorado (two seasons) and University of 
Central Oklahoma (two seasons). Creel was a two-time All-American for Central Oklahoma and won the 
individual national title at the 2012 NCAA Division II Championships. From the time he turned 
professional through the end of 2018, though, Creel bounced between the Mackenzie Tour – PGA TOUR 
Canada, the Korn Ferry Tour, and mini-tours. 
 
After Creel won three times on the All Pro Tour and was named its 2018 player of the year, he finished 
T34 at the 2018 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament’s Final Stage, earning him status for the 2019 
season. Creel finished 29th in the 2019 regular season points standings. Had Creel won the playoff at the 
2019 Utah Championship presented by Zions Bank, he would have finished 20th. 
 
Sunday’s victory takes Creel from 64th to 32nd in the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour points standings, giving 
him a chance to finish in the top 25 and earn a PGA TOUR card with a second consecutive podium finish. 
Creel said earlier in the week he planned to skip the regular season finale if he finished anything other 
than first or second this week. 
 
Now Creel will head home to Oklahoma City and spend a day with his pregnant wife (they are due in 
January 2022), then hop in his truck and make the 6.5-hour drive to Omaha. 
 
“I’m sure I have to finish first or second there as well to sneak into that top 25, but you never know,” 
Creel said. “I’m playing good golf. We will see what happens.” 
 
Entering next week’s regular season finale, the Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna, players 
ranked 21st through 27th in the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour points standings are separated by 93 points, 
and players ranked 24th through 27th are separated by a mere 18 points. 
 
Sunday Notes 

• Seth Reeves (T5 / -20) and Andrew Novak (T8 / -19) both eclipsed the 1,650-point threshold the 
Korn Ferry Tour is currently using as its fail-safe number for players to finish inside the top 25 if 
the 2020-21 points standings and earn a PGA TOUR card for this fall 

o Novak earned his TOUR card for the first time, while Reeves previously earned his TOUR 
card for the 2019 season with a 14th-place finish in the 2018 Korn Ferry Tour Finals 

• Taylor Montgomery (T2 / -22) and Peter Uihlein (T2 / -22) both climbed five spots and into the 
top 25 of the Korn Ferry Tour points standings, moving to 24th and 25th, respectively 

• Uihlein recorded his third top-two finish of the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour season, having 
previously finished solo second at the 2021 Chitimacha Louisiana Open presented by MISTRAS 
and having won the 2021 MGM Resorts Championship at Paiute 

• Montgomery posted his fourth top-three finish of the 2020-21 season, having previously 
finished T2 at the 2020 Nationwide Children’s Hospital Championship, T2 at the 2021 LECOM 
Suncoast Classic, and solo third at the 2020 LECOM Suncoast Classic 

• Hayden Buckley (T2 / -22) tied the course record with a 10-under 61; he moved onto the bubble 
for The 25 with his first top-five since winning the 2021 LECOM Suncoast Classic this past February 



 
  

 
o Buckley joins a group of four who previously shared the course record – Cameron 

Champ (2018, first round), Andres Gonzales (2018, third round), Jacques Blaauw (2017, 
third round), and Christian Brand (2017, second round) 

• Ogden, Utah native and Brigham Young University alum Patrick Fishburn (-14) charged to a T35 
finish with a final-round 6-under 65 

• T.K. Kim (T50 / -12) led the two Monday qualifiers who survived the 36-hole cut; he is a Boise 
State University alum who made his second Korn Ferry Tour start (he previously missed the cut 
at the 2019 Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna) 

• Bogey-free rounds this week: 12 Thursday, seven Friday, nine Saturday, 17 Sunday 

• Weather: Patchy haze and smoke, high of 98 degrees, wind SSW at 5-14 mph (gusts up to 20 mph) 

• This week’s purse is $600,000 with $108,000 going to the champion, Joshua Creel; he also 
receives 500 Korn Ferry Tour points 

• The Utah Championship presented by Zions Bank was the 19th event of 2021 and the 42nd of 
the 43-event 2020-21 combined regular season 

• The combined 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour schedule will conclude with 25 PGA TOUR cards 
awarded next week at the 2021 Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna, with an 
additional 25 cards awarded at the conclusion of the 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Finals 

 
Final-Round Course Statistics 

• Toughest Hole – No. 10, Par 4, 517 yards (4.253 – six birdies, 23 bogeys, one double bogeys) 

• Easiest Hole – No. 15, Par 5, 547 yards (4.147 – seven eagles, 50 birdies, zero bogeys or worse) 

• Scoring Average (Front 9 – Par 36) – 33.773 

• Scoring Average (Back 9 – Par 35) – 33.293 

• Scoring Average (Total) – 67.067 
 
Cumulative Course Statistics 

• Toughest Hole – No. 10, Par 4, 517 yards (4.308 – 38 birdies, 119 bogeys, 28 double bogeys or worse) 

• Easiest Hole – No. 15, Par 5, 547 yards (4.273 – 36 eagles, 277 birdies, 12 bogeys or worse) 

• Scoring Average (Front 9 – Par 36) – 34.210 

• Scoring Average (Back 9 – Par 35) – 34.025 

• Scoring Average (Total) – 68.235 
 


