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Final-Round Notes — Sunday, May 8, 2022

Course Setup: The Grove (Par 72 / 7,368 yards)
Media Contacts: Hagan Parkman, 817-983-3251, HaganParkman@pgatourhg.com

Leaderboard
Pos. Name Scores
1 Brent Grant 69-65-69-69—272 (-16)
2 Kevin Yu 67-68-67-71—273 (-15)
T3 Zack Fischer 66-69-72-67—274 (-14)
Vincent Norrman 68-70-69-67—274 (-14)
Quick Links

e Complete Leaderboard
e Tournament Media Site (interviews, transcripts and other resources available for download)

Brent Grant earns redemption, closes out emotional victory at
Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation

COLLEGE GROVE, Tennessee — Brent Grant held tears back for as long as he could, but mere minutes
after Kevin Yu’s potential playoff-forcing 11-footer for birdie on the 72nd hole caught the low-side lip
and trickled past the hole, he let it all out. Grant, who until his early 20s thought a professional golf
career would be relatively “stupid”, equating it to a coin toss, two-putted for birdie at the par-5 18th
and reached 16-under par, ultimately enough for a one-stroke victory over Yu at the Simmons Bank
Open for the Snedeker Foundation.

Grant, a 26-year-old who plays from Honolulu, Hawaii, welled up again after the trophy ceremony for his
first PGA TOUR-sanctioned win.

“One small step in the journey, and I've felt like | was two steps away from really getting where | really
want to go in life, and this gets me one step closer,” said Grant, who carded a 3-under 69 Sunday at The
Grove. “To beat guys that have won before, to beat guys that are going to be on the PGA TOUR very,
very soon just tells me not only do | belong on the PGA TOUR, but | can win on the PGA TOUR.

“I proved to myself, finally, after years and years of beating myself up on and off the golf course, | can do
it.”

Grant entered the final round in T2 position, one stroke behind Yu, who held the outright lead at 14-
under par. A quiet 2-under 34 on the front nine kept him in the hunt amid a crowded leaderboard. Grant
countered a bogey at the par-4 10th with a birdie at the par-3 13th, then drove the 317-yard par-4 16th
and two-putted for another birdie, giving him a two-stroke lead.
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A rare failed par save attempt at the par-4 17th dropped Grant back to 15-under par and into a tie with
Yu. It was just the third failed par save of the week for Grant, who finished 14 for 17 scrambling, tied for
first in the field.

Grant smashed a drive up the left side of the 18th fairway, knocked an iron onto the front of the green
and unleashed a club twirl his idol, Tiger Woods, would be proud of. Grant’s eagle putt to the back-
center hole location carried enough speed to run off the green, but it hit the center of the cup and
nearly went down, hopping out and leaving him with a kick-in for what became the tournament-winning
birdie.

“It was going in the water,” Grant said. “There was no doubt. | hit that putt and then held my breath... it
was going Mach 4 right at the back of the hole, and thankfully the hole was strong enough to stop it. |
wanted to make eagle. | thought for sure (Yu) was going to get it up and down (for a tying birdie).”

Grant’s parents were not in attendance, but as he shared a hug with Ryan Pozar, one of his closest
friends who was there at the start of this unlikely run to the winner’s circle, both of them broke into
tears.

Pozar, 15 years Grant’s senior, remembered how the head professional at the Navy-Marine Golf Course
in Honolulu paired him with a young teenager just beginning to play the game. Grant’s father served in
the United States Navy, as did Pozar and his father.

Pozar dusted Grant with ease, but the youngster kept coming back, kept asking questions.

Grant essentially eschewed college, attending three schools in two years but saying, “It just wasn’t my
cup of tea.” Instead, Grant worked at two golf courses and a golf shop, then became a demo day
representative for a major equipment company. Grant played some United States Golf Association
amateur events with Pozar on the bag, but he was not entirely sold on a professional golf career.

“I thought it was kind of stupid to basically toss a coin in the air and hopefully it lands on heads,” Grant
said. “When I finally decided to do it, it took a little bit.”

The life-changing moment came after Grant Monday qualified for the 2017 Sony Open in Hawaii. In a
practice round with Anirban Lahiri and PGA TOUR winner Ken Duke, Grant got an unexpected
confidence boost from one of his practice partners.

“Ken pulls me aside afterwards and says, ‘Son, if you hit every shot the way you step up and hit it on the
tee, you'll make it out here in no time,”” Grant said. “At that point, | pretty much decided to turn pro.”

Grant’s first run at Korn Ferry Tour membership fizzled out at Second Stage of the 2017 Korn Ferry Tour
Qualifying Tournament. A year later, with Pozar back as his caddie, Grant advanced to Final Stage and
earned membership, but a T118 finish left him buried on the priority ranking. Grant played a handful of
events on PGA TOUR Canada in 2019 as he prepared for another run at Final Stage.

The third time was indeed the charm for Grant, who finished T21 at Final Stage in 2019 and earned
guaranteed starts for the first eight events of what became the 2020-21 season. A pair of T5s, one of
which came at last year’s Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation, propelled Grant to No. 63
on the Regular Season Points List, high enough for fully exempt status in 2022.



A wrist injury, however, left Grant in pain and considering early retirement.

“This time last year | was in the clubhouse during a rain delay and | told (player relations) | was pulling
out for five weeks,” Grant said of last year’s final round at The Grove, where he began the day with a
share of the 54-hole lead but settled for T5 after a 2-over 74. “l was in a lot of pain. | finished the
round... but | wanted to win. | had a torn ligament in my left wrist. | couldn’t move my wrist a certain
way without sending jolting pain up my whole entire arm. | had probably 15 hours of conversations with
my dad after | got home after this tournament last year.

“Fortunately, | overthought it. Three weeks later, after not touching a club and doing a lot of (physical
therapy), | was able to hit balls and be at full speed, and | haven’t had pain since.”

Grant entered the week ranked No. 88 on the Regular Season Points List, largely off the strength of a T6
six weeks ago at the Lake Charles Championship. Sunday’s win moved him to No. 12, putting him in
contention for his first PGA TOUR card at regular season’s end.

Grant said if professional golf had not worked out, he would have joined the military. Pozar said Grant
would have been a fighter pilot. Grant played golf with a fighter pilot’s mentality for much of his career,
bombing it off the tee, firing at flags and chasing birdies.

This week, just Grant’s 45th start on the Korn Ferry Tour, it was bogey avoidance, not piles of birdies
which made the biggest difference. Eleven players made as many or more total birdies than Grant (one
eagle, 19 birdies). Only one player, however, played fewer holes over par than Grant, who made three
bogeys and one double bogey across four rounds.

“For (Brandt Snedeker) to give me that trophy, look me dead square in the eye and tell me he would see
me on (the PGA) TOUR, that’s all | need,” Grant said. “I’ve never been more certain I’'m going to make it
on the PGA TOUR and win on the PGA TOUR.”

The 2022 Korn Ferry Tour season continues Thursday with the first round of the Visit Knoxville Open,
hosted by Holston Hills Country Club in Knoxville, Tennessee.

Final-Round Notes

e Seonghyeon Kim (T55 / -1) became the second player to cross the 900-point threshold the
Korn Ferry Tour is currently using as its fail-safe threshold for players to finish among The 25
and earn a PGA TOUR card at regular season’s end; the other is points leader Carl Yuan, who
sits 55 points ahead of Kim in the Korn Ferry Tour Regular Season Points Standings

e Brent Grant (1st /-16) is the 10th first-time winner in the first 11 events this season

e In eight rounds at The Grove the last two years, Grant is a combined 27-under par, and is a
combined 10-under par on the par-5 second (two eagles, two birdies last year; one eagle, two
birdies this year)

e Kevin Yu (2nd / -15) recorded his second runner-up finish and third top-five finish in his 16th
Korn Ferry Tour start; he finished T2 at the 2021 Ascendant presented by Blue and T5 at the
2021 Wichita Open Benefitting KU Wichita Pediatrics, where he held the outright 54-hole lead

e Yu played the final eight events of the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour season via a No. 4 finish in the
inaugural PGA TOUR University presented by Velocity Global Class of 2021, recording five top-
25s across those eight starts



e Prior to this week, Yu had four missed cuts and one top-25 in his seven starts this season

e Zack Fischer (T3 / -14), the 2013 and 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament Final Stage
medalist, matched his career-high finish; he previously finished solo third at the 2016 WinCo
Foods Portland Open and T3 at the 2015 Utah Championship presented by Zions Bank

e Fischer closed with a 5-under 67, tied for the second-lowest score of the final round

e Rookie Vincent Norrman (T3 / -14) posted a career-high finish, topping his T12 from The
Bahamas Great Abaco Classic at The Abaco Club earlier this year; he held the outright lead
following a birdie at the par-4 16th, but double bogeyed the par-4 17th

e Two-time Korn Ferry Tour winner Robby Shelton (T8 / -12), who won the 2019 Simmons Bank
Open for the Snedeker Foundation and 2019 Visit Knoxville Open, briefly moved within one
stroke of the lead but fell out of contention with a double bogey at the par-4 16th and a bogey
at the par-4 17th

e Vanderbilt University alum Will Gordon (T13 /-10) closed with a 1-under 71 and was the
highest finisher with a local tie; he recorded his second top-25 of the season

e The only Monday qualifier who survived the 36-hole cut was Cody Blick (T27 / -7), who has
conditional status from a T96 finish at Final Stage of the 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying
Tournament, birdied two of the final three holes but finished one stroke out of a T22 finish,
which would have earned him a spot in next week’s field

e Fabian Gémez (T17 / -9) recorded the only bogey-free scorecard of the final round with a 5-
under 67; there was one bogey-free rounds in the third round, six in the second round, and 17
in the first round

e The Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation was the 11th of 23 regular season
events on the 26-event 2022 Korn Ferry Tour schedule; the first set of 25 PGA TOUR cards will
be awarded at the regular season finale, the Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna
(August 11-14), and an additional 25 TOUR cards will be awarded following the three-event
Korn Ferry Tour Finals, which conclude with the Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented by
United Leasing & Finance (September 1-4)

e This week’s purse is $750,000, with $135,000 going to the champion, Brent Grant; he also
earned 500 Korn Ferry Tour points

o All 2022 Korn Ferry Tour regular season events feature a minimum purse of $750,000,
a 25 percent increase from last season, and will boast minimum purses of $1 million in
2023 for a total increase of 66.7 percent from 2021 to 2022

Final-Round Course Statistics
e Scoring Average (Total - Par 72): 71.537 [-0.463]
e Scoring Average (Front Nine): 36.433 [+0.433]
e Scoring Average (Back Nine): 35.104 [-0.896]
e Toughest Hole: No. 3, Par 3, 172 yards — 3.418 [+0.418]
e Easiest Hole: No. 18, Par 5, 577 yards — 4.493 [-0.507]

Cumulative Course Statistics
e Scoring Average (Total - Par 72): 71.420 [-0.580]
e Scoring Average (Front Nine): 36.185 [+0.185]
e Scoring Average (Back Nine): 35.235 [-0.765]
e Toughest Hole: No. 9, Par 4, 471 yards — 4.206 [+0.206]
e Easiest Hole: No. 18, Par 5, 581 yards — 4.603 [-0.397]
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