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Third-Round Notes — Tuesday, January 18, 2022

Course Setup: Sandals Emerald Bay Golf Course — Par 72 / 7,001 yards
Media Contact: Zach Dirlam — ZachDirlam@pgatourhg.com (517-262-5109)

Leaderboard
Pos. Name Scores
1 Corey Shaun 70-72-64—206 (-10)
T2 Carl Yuan 71-70-66—207 (-9)
Clay Feagler 69-70-68—207 (-9)
4 Paul Haley I 74-67-67—208 (-8)
T5 Six Players Tied 209 (-7)
Quick Links

e Leaderboard
e TeeTimes
e Tournament Media Site (interviews and other resources available for download)

Corey Shaun takes solo 54-hole lead in Korn Ferry Tour debut at The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic at
Sandals Emerald Bay

GREAT EXUMA, The Bahamas — Corey Shaun just hoped he would make it through his first Korn Ferry
Tour start.

A back injury which forced Shaun to withdraw halfway through the Final Stage of the 2021 Korn Ferry
Tour Qualifying Tournament, leaving him with only conditional status from his runner-up finish in the
2021 Forme Tour Order of Merit. Not only is Shaun in the field on his priority number for The Bahamas
Great Exuma Classic at Sandals Emerald Bay, he is the solo 54-hole leader, as the UCLA alum fired a
bogey-free 8-under 64 Tuesday afternoon.

The 25-year-old finished one stroke off the tournament and course record, a 9-under 63 by John Oda in
the first round of the 2019 The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic at Sandals Emerald Bay. Shaun capped a 5-
under 31 on the front nine with birdies on each of the last three holes, then birdied the par-4 12th and
14th and par-5 18th on the back side.

“I had to take about five weeks off, and | was still so sore leading up to this tournament that the day
before the official practice round, | couldn't even go out on the golf course,” Shaun said. “I just hit some
balls and practiced a little bit. | was like, if I play nine holes, my back is going to give out. | don't know
what's going on right now, but the Aleve or the adrenaline is helping out.”

Shaun turned professional in 2018 after a quiet career at UCLA. He posted a 74.8 scoring average his
first three seasons, and only made two starts as a senior. Shaun, who plays from Encinitas, California,
took his game to PGA TOUR China, where he logged one top-10 in 21 starts across the 2018 and 2019
seasons.
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Everything changed in 2021.

With PGA TOUR China closed off for 2020, Shaun essentially had nowhere to play in PGA TOUR-
sanctioned events. A trip to the 2021 Forme Tour Q-School earned Shaun conditional status, which was
not enough to get him into early-season events. Shaun Monday qualified into the Bolingbrook Golf Club
Invitational for his first Forme Tour start in late July, but he missed the cut and it looked as though he
would be stuck at the lower end of the priority ranking.

A sponsor exemption into the Birck Boilermaker Classic the following week provided one more
opportunity. Shaun finished T31, moving him up enough in the reshuffle for starts in the next two
events.

The second of those events was the Forme Open at TPC River’s Bend. Shaun held 36- and 54-hole leads
and rallied from a two-stroke deficit in the final round for his first win in a PGA TOUR-sanctioned event.

A solo second in the next event, followed by a T4 at the Forme Tour Championship solidified a No. 2
finish in the Order of Merit, thus awarding Shaun Korn Ferry Tour Membership.

“It just takes time sometimes,” Shaun said of his quiet college career. “With a lot of other commitments,
schoolwork, | did struggle a little bit, and I think, later on, | got a better understanding of what made me
a good golfer and what | needed to do to shoot good scores.

“All the success | had on the Forme Tour came in the second half of the season. Honestly, | didn't really
expect it,” Shaun continued. “I didn't know where my game was. | just felt like | wasn't that far off, but |
didn't really know | was capable of winning or anything like that either. | just wanted to play every week,
so | always felt like | had a chance to contend.”

Shaun’s father, Norman, caddied for him in all six of his Forme Tour starts last year. Norman is also on
the bag this week at Sandals Emerald Bay Golf Course.

“It's more father/son (than a player/caddie relationship),” Shaun said. “l won't lie, sometimes if | hit a
bad shot it's more like, “‘What was that?’ Instead of a caddie's mentality of, ‘Oh, you'll get them.” Having
my dad on the bag, | feel a little bit more comfortable. | don't have to prove anything. | don't have to
worry about what's the right shot.”

Shaun sits one stroke ahead of Carl Yuan, who carded a 6-under 66 and made four consecutive birdies
from Nos. 14-17, and Clay Feagler, another rookie making his Korn Ferry Tour debut. Those two, along
with Shaun, comprise Wednesday’s final group.

If either Shaun or Feagler goes on to win, they will be the first player to win their first Korn Ferry Tour
start since Tom Lewis won the 2019 Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented by United Leasing &
Finance. The last time it occurred in the regular season, as opposed to the Korn Ferry Tour Finals, was
when Sungjae Im, now a two-time PGA TOUR winner, captured the 2018 The Bahamas Great Exuma
Classic at Sandals Emerald Bay title.

Final-round tee times will run in groups of three from 7:05 a.m. through 11:20 a.m. ET off the first tee.



Third-Round Notes

The 36-hole cut was made at 2-over par as the second round concluded Tuesday morning, with
67 professionals surviving the cut
Carl Yuan (T2 / -9) is making his first Korn Ferry Tour start since the 2021 Wichita Open
Benefitting KU Wichita Pediatrics last June, after which he ended his season to represent China
in the Olympic Men’s Golf Competition
o Following the 2021 Wichita Open, Yuan ranked 27th in the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour
Regular Season Points Standings, and he finished the regular season ranked 36th
o Yuan’s 2020-21 season featured three T2s and another trio of top-10s
Clay Feagler (T2 / -9) won a team title with Pepperdine University at the 2021 NCAA
Championships, and secured the national title-winning point against Oklahoma; he earned Korn
Ferry Tour membership (and guaranteed starts in the first eight events) after he finished ninth
top-10 on the 2021 Forme Tour Order of Merit and was T39 at the Final Stage of the Korn Ferry
Tour Qualifying Tournament
o Feagler won four times at Pepperdine, tying a school record established by three other
players, including 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Finals graduate Sahith Theegala
Paul Haley Il (4th / -8) shot a second consecutive 5-under 67, with Tuesday’s being a bogey-free
round, and rose to solo fourth; he finished 27th in the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour Regular Season
Points Standings, missing a return to the PGA TOUR by just under 26 points
o Haley won the individual title at the 2011 Atlantic Coast Conference Championships in
his final season at Georgia Tech, turned professional in the summer, won his third career
Korn Ferry Tour start the following year at the 2012 Chile Classic presented by Pacific
Rubiales, and earned a PGA TOUR card as he finished No. 12 on the money list
o Haley missed 15 of 18 cuts on the PGA TOUR in 2013, then 11 of 15 on the Korn Ferry
Tour in 2014, and struggled on the mini-tours before finally regaining Korn Ferry Tour
status in 2019
36-hole co-leaders Chris Baker and Harry Hall both carded even-par 72s and slipped into a six-
way T5 at 7-under par
Five bogey-free rounds were posted Tuesday, one shy of the total number of bogey-free
scorecards from the first two rounds
Weather: Partly cloudy, high of 75 degrees, wind N/NE at 4-14 mph
The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic at Sandals Emerald Bay is the first of 23 regular season events
on the 26-event 2022 Korn Ferry Tour schedule; the first set of 25 PGA TOUR cards will be
awarded at the regular season finale, the Pinnacle Bank Championship presented by Aetna
(August 11-14), and an additional 25 TOUR cards will be awarded following the three-event Korn
Ferry Tour Finals, which conclude with the Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented by United
Leasing & Finance (September 1-4)
This week marks the Korn Ferry Tour’s first international event since the 2020 El Bosque Mexico
Championship by INNOVA, which concluded with David Kocher’s playoff win on March 1, 2020
This week’s purse is $750,000, with $135,000 going to the champion; the champion will also
receive 500 Korn Ferry Tour points
o All 2022 Korn Ferry Tour regular season events feature a minimum purse of $750,000, a
25 percent increase from last season, and will boast minimum purses of $1 million in
2023 for a total increase of 66.7 percent from 2021 to 2023
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