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2025 Hero World Challenge
PGA TOUR Challenge Season Event (unofficial)

Albany Golf Course December 4-7, 2025
Albany, Bahamas Par/Yards: 36-35—72/7,449 Purse: $5 million ($1 million/winner)

First-Round Notes — Thursday, December 4, 2025
Weather: Mostly sunny. High of 81. Wind NE 5-10 mph.

First-Round Leaderboard

Pos. Player R1

T1 Akshay Bhatia 66 (-6)
T1 Sepp Straka 66 (-6)
T1 Wyndham Clark 66 (-6)
T1 J.J. Spaun 66 (-6)
T1 Scottie Scheffler 66 (-6)

Scottie Scheffler (T1/-6)
e Two-time defending champion posts his 17*" consecutive round of par or better at Albany
e Has held at least a share of the lead after six of the last eight rounds of the Hero World Challenge
e Seeks to become the first player to win the Hero World Challenge in three consecutive years
e  Fifth career tournament appearance (1°/2024, 15t/2023, 2"%/2022, 2"¢/2021)
e Making his first start on TOUR since winning the Procore Championship in September for his 19" career PGA TOUR victory
and sixth of the season

J.J. Spaun (T1/-6)
e Second-highest ranked player in the field at No. 6 in the Official World Golf Ranking
e One of three players in the field making their tournament debut (Chris Gotterup, Andrew Novak)
e Seven top-10 finishes in 25 starts in 2025, including his second career PGA TOUR title at the U.S. Open and three runner-up
results (Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches, THE PLAYERS Championship, FedEx St. Jude Championship)

Sepp Straka (T1/-6)
e 66 marks his second-lowest score in 13 career rounds at Albany (64/R4/2023)
e Was 5 for 5 in Scrambling after hitting 13 of 18 Greens in Regulation in round one
e  First start on TOUR since the TOUR Championship
e  Fourth career tournament appearance (best: 2"¢/2023)

Wyndham Clark (T1/-6)
e Bogeyed the par-4 first hole en route to an opening-round 66, his first sub-70 score in nine career rounds at Albany
e Making his third tournament appearance (best: T17/2024)
e  Posts his first opening-round score of 66 or better on TOUR since the 2025 Genesis Scottish Open (66/finishedT11)

Akshay Bhatia (T1/-6)
e Bogey-free 66 included an eagle-2 on the par-4 seventh hole
e  Finished solo fourth in his tournament debut in 2024
e  Four top-10s in 26 starts during the 2025 season (best: T3/THE PLAYERS Championship); finished T13 in the FedExCup

Miscellaneous Notes
e The Hero World Challenge, an unofficial PGA TOUR event played annually following the FedExCup Fall, is being played the
Bahamas for the 10" consecutive time, and 26 edition overall



e Eligible players for the Hero World Challenge are as follows:
o Defending champion of the Hero World Challenge
o  Current year winners of THE PLAYERS Championship, Masters Tournament, PGA Championship, U.S. Open and The
Open Championship
o Three sponsor exemptions restricted to players ranked among the top 50 in the Official World Golf Ranking as of
Monday, Aug. 25
o To complete the field of 20 players, the top available players from the Official World Golf Ranking as of Monday

Aug. 25



