
  
  
 
 
 
2026 Arnold Palmer Invitational presented by Mastercard 
(8th of 34 FedExCup Regular Season events) 
 
Orlando, Florida  March 5-8, 2026 FedExCup points: 700 (winner) 
Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Club & Lodge Par/Yards: 36-36 – 72/7,466 Purse: $20 million/$4 million 
 

COMPLETED Third-Round Notes – Sunday, March 8, 2026 
 
Weather: Saturday: Partly cloudy with heavy afternoon showers. High of 85. Wind ESE 10-15 mph, gusting to 20 mph. 
Sunday: Foggy. High of 65. Wind SSE 4-8 mph. 
 
Suspension Summary: Saturday: Play was suspended due to inclement weather (heavy rain) at 2:53 p.m. ET and resumed at 
3:59 p.m. (delay of 1 hour, 6 minutes). Play was suspended due to darkness at 6:30 p.m. with four players yet to complete 
their round. Sunday: The third round resumed at 7:59 a.m. and concluded at 8:32 a.m. Final-round tee times will run from 
9:30 a.m. – 1:50 p.m. 
 
Third-Round Leaderboard 

Pos. Player R1 R2 R3 Total 

1 Daniel Berger 63 68 72 203 (-13) 

2 Akshay Bhatia 70 66 68 204 (-12) 

T3 Sepp Straka 72 69 66 207 (-9) 

T3 Cameron Young 67 73 67 207 (-9) 

T3 Collin Morikawa 66 71 70 207 (-9) 

6 Min Woo Lee 69 71 68 208 (-8) 

 
Daniel Berger (1st/-13) 

• After entering the third round of the Arnold Palmer Invitational presented by Mastercard with a five-shot lead 
over Akshay Bhatia, cards an even-par 72 and sits one clear of Bhatia 

• Marks his fifth career 54-hole lead/co-lead on TOUR  
o 1-for-4 converting 54-hole lead/co-lead to victory on TOUR (2016 FedEx St. Jude Classic) 
o Most recently held a five-stroke 54-hole lead over Shane Lowry, Sepp Straka, Kurt Kitayama and Chris Kirk 

at the 2022 Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches; final-round 4-over 74 left him in fourth place and three 
behind Straka 

o Additional R4 scores with the 54-hole lead/co-lead: 2016 FedEx St. Jude Classic/67/won, 2016 Travelers 
Championship/74/T5, 2018 U.S. Open/73/T6 

• Seeking to become the first wire-to-wire winner at the Arnold Palmer Invitational since Jason Day in 2016 

• The last wire-to-wire winner on the PGA TOUR: Justin Rose/2026 Farmers Insurance Open 

• Leads the field in Strokes Gained: Tee to Green (9.543) and Strokes Gained: Approach the Green (6.655) 

• PGA TOUR wins (4): 2016 FedEx St. Jude Classic, 2017 FedEx St. Jude Classic, 2020 Charles Schwab Challenge, 2021 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am 

• Making his 235th start on the PGA TOUR and 83rd since most recent victory (2021 AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am) 

• Making fourth start in the Arnold Palmer Invitational (T13/2015, MC/2019, T15/2025)  

• Stands at No. 45 in the FedExCup standings and has one top-10 in six starts this season (T6/Sony Open in Hawaii) 

• Won the Arnold Palmer Award for PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year in 2015 
 
Miscellaneous Notes 

• Making his second start at the event (MC/2025), Akshay Bhatia (2nd/-12) is in search of his third win in 102 
PGA TOUR starts (2023 Barracuda Championship, 2024 Valero Texas Open); capped off a third-round 4-under 
68 with a par-birdie finish Sunday morning, including a 14’7” birdie on No. 18 

• Sepp Straka (T3/-9) equals his best score in 19 rounds at the Arnold Palmer Invitational with a 6-under 66 
(R2/2025), marking the low round of the day; in Straka’s first 13 rounds at Bay Hill, he had 11 over-par rounds 
and was a collective 39-over; since that time, he has five of six rounds in the 60s and is 21-under; most recent 
of his four PGA TOUR wins came at the 2025 Truist Championship; Sunday will mark his 600th round on TOUR 



• With a 5-under 67, Cameron Young (T3/-9) equals his best score in 17 rounds at Bay Hill (R1/2023, R1/2026, 
R3/2026); seeking his second PGA TOUR victory in his 103rd start (2025 Wyndham Championship) 

• World No. 5 and FedExCup No. 4 Collin Morikawa (T3/-9) owns two top-10 finishes in five prior starts at the 
event (T9/2020, 2nd/2025); seeks to become the first player since Robert MacIntyre (2023, 2024 Genesis 
Scottish Open) to finish runner-up and win the same tournament the next year 

• Chris Gotterup (T7/-7) is seeking his fourth win in his last 13 starts on TOUR (2025 Genesis Scottish Open, 
2026 Sony Open in Hawaii, 2026 WM Phoenix Open) 

• Current standings from notable players in the field: 

• Defending champion Russell Henley (T9/-6) 

• World No. 1 and 20-time PGA TOUR winner Scottie Scheffler (T20/-3) 

• Arnold Palmer Cup Exemption and University of Texas sophomore Daniel Bennett (T46/+3) 

• Rory McIlory withdrew prior to the round and Austin Smotherman during the round with back injuries 

• Statement from Rory McIlroy: “While warming up in the gym this morning, I felt a small twinge in my back. 
As I started hitting balls on the range before the round, it worsened and developed into muscle spasms in my 
lower back. Unfortunately, I’m not able to continue and have to withdraw. I was excited to compete this 
weekend. I wish the Arnold Palmer Invitational a great finish and look forward to being back next year.” 


