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Since 1926 the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) has been the top professional association for the men and women who 

manage golf courses in the United States and worldwide. From its headquarters in Lawrence, Kan., the association provides education, information and 

representation to 21,000 members in more than 78 countries. GCSAA’s mission is to serve its members, advance their profession and improve 

communities through enjoyment, growth and vitality of the game of golf.  

 
 

Tournament Fact Sheet  

 

Director of Golf Course Operations 

Tim Gruber, GCSAA 

Years as GCSAA Member: 25 

Years at Firestone: 9 

Years as Superintendent: 26 

Education: Ohio State University 

 

South Course Superintendent 

Matt Manolio, GCSAA 
Years as GCSAA Member: 5 

Years at Firestone: 6 

Education: Kent State University 

 

Other Key Agronomy Personnel 

Ian Houze, south course assistant super.; Jonah Cline, south 

course irrigation technician; Joe Dillon, equipment manager 

Agronomy Employees: 75 / Tournament Volunteers: 6 

Golf Course Dog: Dallas, 9-year-old cattle dog.  

 

Course Architect 

Burt Way (1929) 

Renovation: Robert Trent Jones, ASGCA (1960) 

 

Notable 

• The “Keebler Tree” at the right dogleg on No. 13 was lost. 

Club is waiting to see how the hole plays this year without it 

before deciding to plant another tree there. 

• Straight line 60-plus mph winds in May 2025 resulted in the 

loss of 8 large trees and multiple branches on other trees. 

• The golf courses were originally built for employees of the 

Firestone Rubber Company. 

• Colonel John Morley, who founded the GCSAA in 1926, was 

based at the Youngstown (Ohio) Country Club. 

 

 

 

 

Tournament Setup  

Par: 35-35--70 

Yardage: 7,248 

 

Turfgrass 

Greens: Penncross bentgrass / Poa annua .100” 

Collars: Penncross bentgrass / Poa annua .300” 

Approaches: Penncross bentgrass / Poa annua .300” 

Tees: Penncross bentgrass / Poa annua .250” 

Fairways: Penncross bentgrass / Poa annua .300” 

Rough: Bluegrass /ryegrass / fescue 2.5-4” 

 

Course Statistics  

Average Green Size: 7,600 sq. ft. 

Total Property Acres: 600 

Acres of Fairway: 20 

Acres of Rough: 70 

Number of Sand Bunkers: 82 (88,000 sq. ft.) 

Number of Water Hazards: 3 

Number of Holes Water is in Play: 3 

Soil Conditions: Good 

Water Sources: Lake 

Drainage: Great 

Average Fairway Widths: 25-30 yards 

 

Links 

GCSAA Tournament Fact Sheet Home: 

 https://www.gcsaa.org/media/tournament-fact-sheets 

GCSAA Website: https://www.gcsaa.org/ 

GCM (GCSAA Magazine): https://gcmonline.com/ 

Superintendent X: @tgruber26 

Course X: @FirestoneCC 

Tournament X: @KauligChamp 

GCSAA X: @GCSAA 

 

Kaulig Companies Championship (PGA TOUR Champions) 
Firestone Country Club • Akron, Ohio • July 9-12, 2026 
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